3135 PDA: Deandra Lowe

19 January 3135

Recording Begin. Normally | hate these things, so if this seems a little odd, bear with me. My name is Deandra Lowe, and | am

courier for Periphery Express. I1tés my job to take infor mallidobthe and ite
Sphere. | tés a orettgkegoomej abl over the Prefectures, and it never get
a lot of people, and it never ceases to amaze me the lengths some people will go through to get their informatio n from one place

to another. |1 06ve decided to keep this journal as a way of keeping trac
pays to remember where youdve been and who youdve met.



3135 PDA: Deandra Lowe

24 January 3135

JumpShip Tamarack
We finally got word. Ann  ounced more than two weeks ago, but we finally got word.

ltés Levin.

I think 18dm relieved. | dondt knowasdnyasJuihpShipskeep runaing, |aan functioni t, real |y
regardless of who the Exarch is i but it had been on my mind. | kep t worrying Kessel was going to worm his way in or get one

of his proteges through. But they went with Levin, and hedll atutl east
thatdés because we need no t-dwaitedsecbndsomint dp amf t Bev i iomgSt one. But hedl | do f
Pl anetfall ds only a coupl e of maybeytos eaaywChances fBriexraclirdculdys actividies dirpinish when

the jobds too easy



3135 PDA: Deandra Lowe

26 January 3135

Hallanan, New Wessex, Prefecture |

Honest t o God, who pays a courier to pick up a damn book? Do these people
theydédre going to have to pay me.

The upside, of course, is that | now have something to rleaddonwhti Ineotlidcne
stain any of the pages. |1 tdéds that Wainright guy again, trying to get e
just dismiss him as a crackpot if he didnét have this annoying track r

Going to stay on -planet a few more days. Probably be a good idea to gauge local reaction to this thing, if there is any.
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27 January 3135

A review of Wainright already. Interesting.

AWhen Conspiracy Theorists Go Bad ,0 from the January 27, 3135, New Wessex Ti mes
by Cintus Domi ngo

When our esteemed editor, Valance Jameson, asked nbDemitionOverAl: The Rise®fi gnus V
the New Ghost Bear Threat , | knew | was setting myself up for a long read and an even longer attempt to make sense of the

crazyconspiracy theories Wainright has become famousi PnagoAbds hBugthie WaThe
Threat and Prefect Tormark and Sword in the Stone: Lord Governor S4drhecameadstéelersLi nks t o
across The Republic, and some of his less extreme warnings have indeed come to pass, Dominion proved that two hits does not

a genius author make. Wainright returns to the Chicken Little style of writing that made his first book such a hit, but the a uthor
overdoes the effecti n Dominion . Al t hough Wainrightoés warnings that Prefect Katana To
Republic and that Lord Governor Aaron Sandoval was creating a new force to cause chaos in Prefectures Il and IV may have

been borne out, he has certainl y gone too far with his harebrained ideas about the threat posed by the Ghost Bear forces in the

Rasalhague Dominion.

The main thrust of ~ Dominion Over All  is that the forces of the Rasalhague Dominion, most notably members of Clan Ghost Bear,

intend to use  the current disruption in The Republic of the Sphere as an excuse to resume the age -old Clan assault upon Terra

itself. Some of Wainrightoés information is eerily specific, |l eading me
sounded good, or whethe  r he has somehow managed to find sources within both the Republican Armed Forces and the

Rasalhague Dominion. Wainright strings together an absurd number of facts that he could not possibly have obtained, spinning a

web of deceit and trickery worthy of old Succession Wars political drama holovids.

As with Dragonds Bl ade and Sword in the Stone, Wainright gathers some
to distract from the fact that the majority of his information is scarcely more than he arsay and rumors, used without any

attempt at citing the source (to fApr ot e ®ominton snainlydiscugses fords sutsille Thd cour s e ) .
Republic of the Sphere, unlike Blade or Sword, Wai nri ght just doesno6t h aatiomtobackuplgstalarmiste di bl e i
theories.

Beyond the unsubstantiated rumors and leaps of logic, DominionOver Al si mply i sndét wr Dragmn®s onBBdviadd ea s

in the Stone . Wainright uses an overly bombastic tone to push his paranoid point of view , trying to paint the improbable invasion

by the forces of the Rasalhague Dominion as the next Clan invasion. At times, Wainright unnecessarily refers to the fact that the
conspiracies he fAuncoveredo in his previoussthab @ainon wereonehlusizeds asei
best.

Wai nrightdés previous forays into the realm of the written word have ga
fans, but Dominion Over All  does not have the sort of immediate impact that Dr a g sBladle or Sword in the Stone  did, as the

latter two works dealt with dangers from within the very heart of The Republic of the Sphere, while the threat in Dominion is

light -years away. Some conspiracy theorists might enjoy the theories and warnings put fo rth in  Dominion Over All , but most

readers would do well to stick with Wainrightdéds proven worKks.
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3135 PDA: Deandra Lowe

| happened to be glancing through some random communiques when | noticed a reference to the Wainright book.

Courier -borne Com Message, Febru ary 1, 3135

From: Corporal Isaak Williams, Third Battalion, Triarii Protectors, (censored for the safety of The Republic)

To: Simon Williams, Centralia, Graham IV, Prefecture X

Da,

Wedve seen some action out here, mostlyl @amasmhislt| tdhei nqpsfurygent Wée &rce i mos
for the safety of The Republic) today. | heard that wedre movimng to (c
that the (censored for the safety of The Republic) are making trouble, and wedve got to be there to stop th
Sergeant Kirkwood lent me DominionOver Al , an ebook by Signus Wainright. Il 6m sure youobve
Spinner holovid out of it just a little bit ago. | assume that the show made it to Graham IV alread y, or at least will by the time

this note gets there. Iltés about how the Rasal hague Dominionés adken | o
how Jaine Tseng, one of their leaders, is starting to get an army together to invade The Repub lic. | thought Lana was great as

Jaine, but the movie really scared me in some ways. When youdre out on
even think about what those Clan bastards in the Dominion might do to a planet they conquered. And with (censored for the

safety of The Republic) and (censored for the safety of The Reugblichl i c),
But thatds what The Republic and the Protectors are ttreehae to stop, and
At times, | miss work on the assembly I|line; it was hard, but duty with
have the same schedule all the time, but the sergeants keep us busy ifand a turret isndt all fewdays. comf or
The scrubber on our tank went out a couple weeks back; it got pnmgetty r
forward to the move over to (censored for the safety of TheheBabepyabl i c) .
The Republic) and making sure they dondt make any trouble and talke any
up if they try anything.

| hope that all is still going well at the factory; tell Scott and Moira | miss them, but t hat | really think that | d&n
out here. I f all goes well, 16l1 be home soon. Give my |ove to matm, bu
want her worrying.

Your son,

Isaak

Deandra: Corporal Wi lliams6 Battalion of the Protectors was previously
gunner of a Kelswa Assault Tank, and fhinteruitoWilamsbelievestheanitsvipeci al i zed 6 Mec
redeployed to Tsukude in Prefecture I, which i if heis correct 1 suggests that someone in Republican Planning is taking the so -
called fADominion threato seriously. Corporal Williams also has a taste

table i you owe me a bottle when | get back.
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04 February 3135

Hallanan, New Wessex, Prefecture |

l'tds amazing what you can do when you conviintcleatp@e ptl lee tlbpagirsaisaf ytolue rha
career. Signus Wai nwutitog.He vias luckyi(asndimagbd evénta little good) with his first two books, and now

half of The Republic thinks heds the closest thing there is to a proph
guesses, with enough real evidence to fill a single footnote. But heds got people buying it.

Problem is, once people believe something bad is coming, they have a way of making things happen. Maybe not the thing that

was predicted, but something. 1 6d | i ke toorsksayi thseerlef ao dti,t thuwt |lontgheirnk s
been here too |l ong. The Sphereds too busy for me to stay in oneackpl ace
before long.
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08 February 3135

JumpsShip Discipline

Prefecture |

Onthemoveagai n. Actually stayed a day or more on New Wessex than | should
i mportant places to be. Wainwrightoés interesting and all, but thereods
| really think | should be in Prefectur e IXright now 0 plenty going on there that needs to be seen by the right pair of eyes 0 but

the jobs arendét falling right. Best | can do right now is movetwd | itt]l

take me where | want to go.

Best ca se scenario would put me on Skye in a week or two. But more people seem to want to get away from there, so finding a
way to the planet isnot si mpdlcalofdutyamdevhagrmt t o | ook, t hough
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15 February 3135

Herebs another one:

Article from the F ebruary 15, 3135 Lambrecht Daily Gossip: Dominion Over All Set To Start Rolling

By Simon Vandenberg, Holovid Correspondent

The holovid based on Si g-hitesbodabDomimion @vertAd: $he Risegfathe New Ghost Bear Threat has started
filming today on Kervil in Prefecture Il. Signus Wainright himself will be penning the novelization of Dominion Over All , and with
his dynamic writing style and flair you can bet that the script will be spectacular. While Wainright claims that his e -book is a

work of non -fiction based on iron  -hard data, but says that the movie will depart somewhat from the specific facts that he knows,
adding dialogue and personalities but still staying true to the facts.

Wai nrightdéds books have caused ¢ u,iwithesome punditachitiadthato n  Booimien Owes Alll dasd

Wai nrightoés other works are nothing more than paranoid alarmism. Other
available to them, have come to much the same conclusion that Wainright has. Pro fessor of Political Science Elias Tamrin of the
Lambrecht Academy had this to say: AféWainright certainly was on to son
advanced in Wainr i-pooks,6Br pgend o uBl e@de: The Kur it a ark landeSwdrd iratedtorerLerd ect To
Governor Sandoval 6s Li mlkasy et d oHdude edawioome out by the formation of the
and the Swordsworn. Neither Governor Kyle or Legate Bekkar would comment on the threat of an attac k on Prefecture | by the

Rasalhague Dominion.

Signus Wainright isndt the only big DoamimenOserAlla chbwewkr, dsfamdundirectpriAiptbnse t i on o f

Knightly is lined up to direct, and rumor has it that mega -star Lana Spinner has si  gned on to play the femme fatale Jaine Tseng.
The last time Lana Spinner was involved in an Alphonse Knightly production, was of course Fire in the Heavens , with Lana taking
her award -winning turn as the infamous Black Widow herself, Natasha Kerensky. With Knightly and Spinner teaming up once

more, signs point to Dominion Over All  becoming a big hit.

Dominion Over Al wondét be without competition, however . Se-preduction orourréntyr hol ovi d:
filming, and more than a few of them focus on threats to The Republic of the Sphere. | spoke to Filip Otomo, instructor of film at

the Lambrecht Academy about this somewhat worrying trend in subject matter. Instructor Otomo noted that public

entertainment has always played to the fears of th e popul ace, fishowing people what they are mo:
that they can defeat it is a sure -fire way to make money. o0 Otomo also mentioned that if
likely follow this formula and end with The Republic of the Sphere triumphing over its enemies.

Signus Wainright, however, wasndét quick to confirm Instructor Otibmods
isndt a work of fictioné | dondt deci de h otexactly réeassurm@foranyoneé whotesirdad | wr i t e
Wa i nr i g-boolod Isasked the author if he thought his previous works might also be made into holovids, but he just flashed

that grin that has become so famous on t he istmowedinisied befofeéstartwonryings ai d, Al 6d

about my next one. 0 Hbemirgod GverlAlb pis anhi, ard hVainright can follow up his success with further
adaptationsof Dr a g o n 6 s anB ISwodlén the Stone
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16 February 3135

Prefecture Il

JumpShip  Discipline

rying to send me a message? | a
I the only person who thinks t

| keep getting booked on the Discipline . Notsurewhy 8 someone t I w
disciplined when | want to be. Why am h a
Anyway, |1 d6dm goi ng ttlorefromwhere kintended talbe,rgeing away from Skye instead of toward it. Two good
reasons for it 0 first, there were approximately zero (give or take zero) good ways to get me to Skye. Second, a few new things
have cropped up, including a message waiting for me on Lambrecht. Kervil, it seems, would b

be. o

Not exactly sure why (coded messages are renowned for their brevity) b
pirates of Bernhard Island are still quiet, an d 1 6m hearing some rumblings about Senator Leeso
attention. Thereds some other chatter in Prefecture ||l about nshe borde
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17 February 3135

Don't ask me how I've come by a pie ce of Levin's personal journal. I'm recording this so | can look back later.

We | | in a few days, itowi | be official and | Gvhdmedby this fact, bwhllstifi fadeh e oat h o
this challenge as | have in the past; head on.

I can6t help to reflect back to where this journey started. | Itcouste e ms a
on one. Anna, my wife, has stayed by my side through it all.

Sheds and my two teenaged chil credtwilzeged tmsedthemagain. IBerielow, weang with them

sets the world right.

Family has a way about it, a cleansing effect if you will. To remove the stress of the real world, centering your focus on wh at

matters most.

One day, when this is over, 1611 retire to Kervil, and jdrsaamnm,r obw tollddv eDkgot, tia dlsa vae r
wish for.

A goal.

What is a man without one? Goals serve to set focus on a directian t ha
rudderles s s hi p, navigating |ifeds peril filled seas waiting to sink under
So whatés my goal now? Thatdés an interesting question. One that | o6ve t
position I&dm in now.

fiButwe can'tjus t el ect someone who will fight well; we need someone who we Kk
Paladins.

Well...I guess not all nice people finish last. Back to my goal. Times have changed since Devlin Stone led the Republic. We a re

assaled on every front now. A cancer is growing within the Ri@fhandwithc. |t o:
one another. The noblesd lust for power will destroy the republtiuec. Wha
fiMany of them see themselves as nobility first and senators second, particularly since the HPG blackout. While there are many

senators who are loyal to the Exarchés office and who continue to supp
showaten dency to fall back into the old ways, in which nobility automati
iWwon't make my job easier,o0o | responded

il'd say not, o the Ghost Paladin answered.

Then | asked, fACan | arrest them all ?o0

With a ghost of a smillley hemawbha., o iEventua

I looked at him for a moment contemplating what | 6d say next. Finally,
fiThe whole idea of Paladins and senators working together & the nobles and the military, all cooperating for the good of the

people 6 thatwas one of Stoneds best moments. That goal was supposed to keep a
ourselves."

His reply was to the point, fAThat's difficult for many people, especi a
I al most | aughed and finally smedthdélnwhlsdhs weBetouil ddo$ usltedd that The R
than that.o Therefore, theref6s my goal. To remind the people, the Pal a
and together, united, can make it work. Otherwise, the Repu blic, Devliin Stonebés dream dies a horri
of history.

Il mpl ementing it is the hard part. However, charging into it steomi ght o
in the same manner as | did investigating Pri nce Victor Steiner -Davi on6s murder. | dm sure Burton Horn
money. Meanwhi |l e, the Republican forces and | wi || hold the line for LT
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Iron City, Kervil, Prefecture Il

| should stay here longer, but | ca noét . First, everyone al ways expects a courier to movVe
for a week after the job is done is either | azy or candét get agahet her |
jobs need doi ng.scldalyavayRe mterbsting fordme to want to stay in one place for long.

Leesonds in trouble. | tés a shame, because she always seemed | i kle a de
to uncover that without breaking a sweat. If | had m ore time . . . oh, well i atleast | managed to avoid the set of the

Wainwright movie.

But Fletcher awaits. And after that, it might be time to get to Terra for some face -to-face time with Those Who Remain
Nameless (in my journal, that is). Some situations simply demand in  -person meetings.
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When youdre glancing through data and find something I|ike this, it wou
Alert Message

Security Level: Top secret, ultra black

To: All Ghost Knights

From: Ghost Paladin

Date/T ime Group: 3135 -02-24/1800Zulu

Knights,

We are preparing for war. The question, however, is against whom?

The Republic is currently engaged on multiple fronts in Prefectures I, V, and VIII, and we are currently suffering massive
incursions from House Liao, the Draconis Combine, and Clan Jade Falcon.

Because all of this is known, | will not go into details: Many of you have fought defending The Republic.

Currently, Republican forces have held the line. Though a number of worlds have been lost, and we have no t broken, our
military is quickly preparing itself for more aggression. Events on Terra surrounding the death of Paladin Victor Steiner -Davion
have shed light on another enemy. This foe will have far -reaching repercussions should it prevail. A cancer grows within the

leadership of our own Republic. This involves senators, certain military commanders, and ComStar.

A few of our illustrious senators were implicated in an attempt to place warriors hand picked from certain families and groom ed

for specialpositi ons. One such person is a paladin. Thankfully, that Paladinds
these traitors.

Yes, traitors: This is what they are. They acted of their own accord for power, and they attempted to usurp paladin authority ina
blatant attempt to manipulate the voting result for the office of the Exarch.

To do so, they used terrorists and insurgents. Thanks to our new Exarch and Paladin Heather GioAvanti, however, these
criminals were stopped dead in their tracks. Senator Ge offrey Mallowes was indicted for his role in this conspiracy.

We should have seen this coming. We are the eyes and ears of The Republic. We are currently too focused on external events
and not enough on internal matters. This must change immediately.

My di scussion with Exarch Jonah Levin proved fruitful and insightful. He knows that nobles are part of the equation, but that the
root of the problem is deeper.

Ghost Knights, we must find where this cancer is growing and remove it before it grows too large and ultimately destroys The
Republic.

ComStar is another problem. Since the disappearance of Tucker Harwell, they have repeatedly rebuffed our inquiries of his
whereabouts. They say that it is an internal matter and that The Republic need not worry about it.

ComStar grows bold in their dealings with The Republic. Not only that,
rearmed the Com Guards.

This does not bode well for us. If they have reactivated the Guards, what about ROM? We must assume this is th e case.

ROM is the foe weodoll need to concentrate on. ROMb6s history is one of r
and brutality, and | expect ComStar to use ROM as the tip of its sword as they attempt to expand their influence.

We must sta y vigilant. You are the best The Republic has to offer. | know | can count on you all to go beyond your duty.

You are Ghost Knights, and you fight in the darkness against those who
shadow warriors.

The mome nt to shine is here. The time has come for us to stand up and be counted. The fate of The Republic is in our hands.
Good luck and God speed.

Respectfully,

GP
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02 March 3135

JumpsShip Alacrity, Prefecture IV

Already gone from Fletcher. Never even opened my bags, just shipped them from one DropShip to another.
| dondt want to believe the report about Acamar. | dondét want to think
where something like that could happen. How can anyone in the IS even think a bout deploying a nuke? Is our memory that

short? Is our lust for power and conquest that strong?

Sadly, most of the time, the answer to both questions is fyes. 0
Okay, clearly I éd6m not in a mood to think or wr icusewitpthegqgoe folksspnTeriahi s 61 | be
though |1 6ve got little more than rumors and guesswork to feed them. On
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03 March 3135

All this jumping is making me lose track of things. But | did get this interesting bit of data I aninter view with Wainright.

Transcript of an interview between Signus Wainright and Anna Crennov o
Morning, Vega!o on 3 March 3135

Anna Crennov: Good Morning, Vegal [appl ause] Wedve got anmgmefastisSignusw | i ned wu
Wainright, author of such e -booksas Dr agonés Bl ade: The Kurita TlandeSwadrdiratmedtorRrrleed ect Tor ma
Governor Sandoval s LinkWMrtoWabpnskegbt dBominien®eesAll: ThedRisékof the New G host Bear

Threat has been receiving a great deal of attention in the newsfaxes. Mr. Wainright, thank you for joining me on Good Morning,

Vega!

Signus Wainright: Thank you, Anna, ités a pleasure to be here. AC: Mr . Wainr i (
SW: [SW laughs]...please,cal | me Signus. AMr. Wainrighto is my father.
AC: [AC smiles] All right, Signus, Dominion Over All  has raised a number of eyebrows and ruffled a lot of feathers. How do you

respond to those who say that your book is nothing but a paranoid conspiracy theory?

SW: Wow... coming out of the gate full -speed ahead, arenét you, Anna? [SW |l aughs] Arenodt
few easy questions to let him get his feet under him?

AC: Sorry, | can ask another question if youdd I|ike.

SW: No, 1611 a nne.Wwwas just jbkimg aroond a bit. [SW frowns] Really, | only have two things to those who doubt the
veracity of my wo rDk.a gFoinrosstan8 ISvabdden tekedStone  to consider 6

AC: Your first two books...

SW: ...right. These same skeptics calle d both Blade and Sword paranoid conspiracy theories too, and now if you look at these

so-cal l ed Dragoné6s Fury and Swordsworn forces jetting around The Republ
was exactly right about ex ~ -Prefect Katana T ormark and Lord Governor Aaron Sandoval. Though the Draconis Combine and the

Federated Commonwealth have not yet acknowledged their respective ties
obvious that these revolutionary factions have been receiving supplies from The Republicbés neighbors.

AC: There is certainly some truth to that, Signus. You mentioned two things you would like to say to your detractors?

SW: 1did, Anna. The other point | would like to make for those who think that my studies are not hing but paranoia is the
ominous silence radiating from the Rasal hague Dominion. | f the Ghost B
anything, they would have denied this whole thing by now.

AC: But couldnét that silencfeaiall sme bef ctavs eldP®yne¢thwor k? | mean, itodés har
broadcast.

SW: Well, thatés certainly one possibility. But ités worth pointing out
The Republic, as well as from the Lyran Commonwealth and the Draconis Combine & and yet nothing from the Rasalhague

Dominion. That implies to me that they have a military quarantine in effect.

AC: Another good point. We have only a few more minutes, so | was hoping you might be able to shed some | ight on rumors
that Dominion Over All  is going to be used as the basis for a new big -budget holovid.
SW: Wel |, Il 6m really not in a position to say anything at this point. [

happen, and there are some p eople in the broadcast world who have shown interest in Dominion.

AC: Well, thank you very much, Signus. Once again, Signus Wainright, author of Dragonds Blade: The Kurita Th
Tormark and Sword in the Stone: Lord Go v eloused®aviorS panddnow @bndirson Qverlk She Rise of the

New Ghost Bear Threat . Thank you for being on our show.

SW: It was a pleasure, Anna, thanks for having me. [SW leaves the stage]

AC: Our next guest is retired Colonel Erich Riggen of the Vega Militi a, an expert on military law and the Ares Conventions in
particular....
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07 March 3135

JumpsShip Heart of The Republic, Prefecture X

One day | hope to spend enough time on a planet to make a journal entry while on terra firma. But every moment on land is
fll ed with running, talking, l'istening, and occasionally poking my
a lot of time to sit and think.

Epsilon Eridani was a milk run i hectic, but a milk run nonetheless. Nice to be on a planet that d idndt seem to be
a major crisis. Of course, everyone there was talking about how many other planets seem to be hurtling toward some crisis or
another, so they were about as tense as people everywhere else.

On to Terra next, to meet and gree t the elite. And to do a Ilittle planning; | feel
ball of the universe.

nose

on

t
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Considering that many within the Oriente Protectorate have never accepted the loss of some worlds in Prefectures VI and VI,
Baron Ryan may be hedging his bets with his statement. In the eyes of some in the Protectorate, taking back that which they
still consider theirs would not be an attack on Athe sovereign planets

Eselda Fashions all the Rage in High Cir cles Princefield Military Academy, Princefield, Oriente Protectorate by Damien Noche,
society columnist

The partners of several prominent officers at Princefield Military Academy, including Baroness Elizabeth Ryan, wife of Baron

General Patrick Ryan, comma  ndant of the Academy, have been seen wearing attire designed by Eselda, the most famous fashion
designer in The Republic of the Sphere, where her work is often seen as archetypical. She favors utilitarian functionality wi th
graceful lines and careful tailo ring. Lana Spinner, the premier holovid actress of The Republic, has often been seen wearing

outfits designed by Eselda.

Baroness Ryan often mentions how much she ed+ingpoed gownslarel evérgdaymedr.8ute |l eganceo
commentsmadeby sever al of the baroness6 companions suggest that there may I
meets the eye.

A member of the baronesso6 inner circle, who asked not to be idewtified
that we unde rstand who they are, and that we have no intention of destroying their national identity. We wish to be liberators,

not conquerors. o Another, also speaking on the condition of anonymity,
dutyinTheRe public, 16l certainly want to be able to blend in with the poj

Concerned by the imperialistic tone of these sentiments, we asked Baron Ryan about the rumors suggesting that the Oriente

Protectorate plans to intervene in affairs within The Republic. Ever the politician, the baron said, il
you mentioned are the results of a misunderstanding. Although the Oriente Protectorate is concerned about the increasing
anarchy within The Republic of the Sphere, it is not an aggressor st ate, and it would never attack the sovereign planets of

another nation. o Reassuring words from the commander of the most prest
although perhaps he should pay closer aetsaympti on to what his wifeds fri

Whether or not there is any legitimacy to the rumors circulating through the upper circles here on Princefield, The Republic of
the Sphere, via the incomparable Eseldaés fashions, has already taken
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11 M arch 3135

Geneva, Terra, Prefecture X

This day has been too risky. | understand the value of face -to -face meetings and all, but having so many of them in arow . . . if

anyone foll owed me for any |l ength of time today| otwmeyddclovew.s dm&niiwn g
dying for information, but it might be better for them to wait a little than to compromise me. At least until | assemble a ne w

cover.

Anyway, some good came out of it. | am, as Ibégetting to theeplaces lavantto hetdf e mor e pu
course, judging from the reports coming out of Prefecture V and other similar gossip floating around The Republic, by the tim el

get where | want to be, a hundred new hot spots will have erupted.

Wel |, wedwImasrey dfo 6em | can hit.
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DropShip Esther Maize, Prefecture X

Il 6m still uncomfortabl e. People on Terra seemed too distracted by ever
when, of course, troubled times are exactly when you nee d to be more covert. Il 6m really not sure
that | 6 m spedegbutitiso f f

This is going to be a long one, heading out to the edge of Prenbweictur e
wouldbethi s soon. But thereds enough going on to keep people concerned, ar
going to be hit with more from that firebrand Wainwright. The maa$és go
broughttob ear on The Republic should be beyond his abilities. But isndt tt

than we deserve?
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Il wish | could say that this doesn6t scare me, but it does. This is fr

The Last Wo  rd: Nuclear Bonds?
by G. Fredrick Will

With all the discussion surrounding the possibility that the Capellan Confederation used nuclear weapons in its conquest of

Acamar, certain other facts have gone relatively unnoticed. One such fact is the recent revit alization of the Oriente Protectorate

under Captain -General Jessica Marik, and the recent overtures made by the captain -general toward Chancellor Daoshen Liao.

Rumor has it that the captain -general sent envoys to the Capellan chancellor with an offer of al liance against The Republic of the

Sphere. Given the fact that only the alleged use of nuclear weapons, despite the strictures of the Ares Convention, allowed

House Liao to strike as deeply into The Republic as it did, it may be worthwhile for the chancell or to consider Jessica
offer.

Such an alliance is not as far  -fetched as it might seem: The parent nation of the Oriente Protectorate, the Free Worlds League,

joined with the Capellan Confederation against the Federated Commonwealth in 3056 to wage an extremely successful war. If
the Oriente Protectorate were to join the Capellan Confederation, the scattered forces of The Republic would likely not be ab le to
repel them. The Oriente Protectorate would stand to gain a number of worlds ceded to The Repu blic just after the Word of Blade

Jihad T worlds that the Oriente Protectorate has long claimed.

The downsides to such an alliance are minimal, but significant. The Oriente Protectorate would be associating itself with a p ower
that has apparently shown its elf willing to flout the Ares Convention. This could lead some companies or states to levy economic

sanctions against the Protectorate by proxy. War, however, has shown itself to be a strong motivator for economic growth, and

a successful war could be just what the captain  -general needs to reconstitute the Free Worlds League.

So what can The Republic of the Sphere do to prevent the Oriente Protectorate from joining the conflict? At this point, it re ally

has few options, all of which are limited by the prese nce of the splinter factions fighting within The Republic. One option is to

look to its neighbors for assistance. Until recently, The Republic of the Sphere has enjoyed good relations with its surround ing

states. But this seems unlikely to succeed given th at the Federation Commonwealth, Draconis Combine, and Lyran Alliance have

all recently |l ost supporters within The Republicbés borders. Itrseems t
trust in the madness of Chancellor Daoshen Liao to prev ent an alliance between the Capellan Confederation and the Oriente

Protectorate.
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JumpsShip Regal, Prefecture |

|l 6ve had way too much time to think, and the more | go over it in
Invade? How out of character is that?

So then | think this: Wainwrightds theory is clearly wrong. But eihe
And heds made enough of a case to convince others.

So we have (at least) two options. First, t he Ghost Bears have totally lost their heads and turned their backs on everything that

made their Clan what it was. Second, some third party wants everyone to believe the Ghost Bears are up to something and has

done an incredible job planting enough inform ation to convince people that this could actually happen.

| think the second explanation is both more likely and more frightening.

my

h

bel
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Why is it | get the feeling that some of the stuff 16édns?carrying around

5 March 3135, Log - Entry Transcript Excerpt
Merchant -class DropShip Burning Starways
Captain Hector lan, Commanding

St. Andre

. .even sure why | bot hered. Cramped DropShip. Got that rattle in the
down, and that, of course, routes through the bulkhead just aft of my cabin.

And | hate i hate! 7 dit-si de ports. How do | always forget that? And theyodre espe
mucking up what used to be a sweet run. All this new snar king red tape. Suspicious glares. Boarding party after customs
inspection after political interview.

What? They think Idm spying for The Republic?

Who needs that kind of bilge?

The way the Cappies are moving stuff around so openly, organizing right there o n the spaceport tarmac, it do
and-dagger expert to see that itds all a sham anyway. Mighty Capell an we
merc troops. Lots of them. And the local grapevine is full of that news as well. Few regu lar line units have shown their faces on

St. Andre. All hired guns, bought and paid for off Westerhand.

Some units | recognized. The Long Striders. Burrds Cobras. Can6t miss
DropShips. But there were a lot more, too, scraped off the sides and the bottom of the barrel without even a unit patch to their

name. Just a few rifles, war surplus socked away by Daoshen or old Sun -Tzu, 1611 bet .

And the Mag units, of course, though that hardly came as a surprise. Has there been a Cappie conflict in the last hundred years

that didndédt borrow troops from the Magistracy? Or from somewhere el se?

Now them, the Mag, they did try to keep away from us. Always at a distance, or where they didndét think we?o:¢
miss a Canopian field unit. The turquoise and black. The three -star crest. The long hair they allow under relaxed regulations.
Those tight officer uniforms showing off curves that belong under a pleasure c ircus tent.

Make a good dog break his leash.

No pleasure circus has been set up that | saw or heard of, though. And no orbiting party -vessel, either. Thought about asking,

but | figured it wasndét worth the troubl e. the Cappidscomats tovenraeeithéy? M@ex act |l y en
l'i kely, asking after | ocal Mag ships would get me a visit from some Ma
Yeah, feels |Iike business as wusual with the Ca pvweryoheatnbelieve. Graegfewd ondt got
worl ds. Shake down the neighboring systems for some protection money,
Republic. Same old, same old. They probably have their main line units resting on a safe Confed planet, re ady to throw back any
attempt at a counterattack. Thatds my bet.

What else could they be planning, after all?
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What happens when you put al/l kinds of words in a search engine? Letos
PLEX Search Engine Results

Found: 1,152 titles/entr ies matching criteria_Capellan+war; St. Andre+troops; New Aragon+war+Paladins; New Aragon+St.
Andre; Terra+Capellan; Terra+Paladins+troops; Anders+New Aragon; Bannson+($ et al)...

1. Troop Consolidation on St. Andre

St. Andre, March 19, 3135

Aparade,head ed by a company of McCarrondéds Armored Cavalry, swept through t
bands from 50 different high schools and vehicle after vehicle of waving politicians, officers, and celebrities. Marching tun es
included the CapellanAn  t hem, Li aods State Address, and works composed by Po Singl

Although some reporting did focus on the lack of regular line military, the Confederation went out of its way to display a

battalion from the Magistracy Home Gua rd, which anchored the festive procession. And guarding every intersection and rooftop
was a mercenary cadre composed of many different units. Most notably...

2. St. Andre Worries New Aragon Politicos

New Aragon, March 24, 3135

Dynasty Party leader Hu Khan Sei issued a scathing response to Governor Grogands st
of Capellan nationalism reflects an armed enforcement of Capellan cult
spontaneity are shams, meant to dissua defence-si tting politicians from undertaking the nece
firThe governor should be worried, o6 said Hu Khan Sei. Alt is clearof that
so many of her own constituents. The Repu blic effectively managing to suppress Capellan heritage, which so many took pride in

for centuries, does not mean that a resurgence is anything more than a natural expression of expanded freedoms, not

restrictions. Or does the governor believe that behind every flag -waving mother is a mercenary with a rifle pointed at her

children? This only goes to further prove...
3. Paladins on New Aragon Discuss Ongoing War Policy

New Aragon, March 23, 3135

On the record, Paladin Anders Kessel made it clear that local R epublican representatives do not expect a large offensive to
sweep over New Aragon anyti me soon. il have discussed this with Sire N
Capellan policy seems to be one of containment, not conflict, when it comes to New Aragon. o When pressed, Sir

not comment as to why that was, or what advantage he or the other paladins hoped to take from it.

Although New Aragon has not been immune to Capellan depredations, it does seem that the level of warfare visited on

neighboring worlds such as St. Andre and Menkar is, in fact, missing here. Some analysts believe that this is because of New

Aragonds deepening political c¢crisis. With the rise of the Dynasty Part
Confederat i on may be waiting for a political maneuver to hand over the wor

4. Bannson Ties the Knot with House Liao?
St. Andre, March 16, 3135

According to unnamed sources, Jacob Bannson, CEO of Bannson Universal and the most successful and important busi ness
leader within three Prefectures, has married a distant relative of Chancellor Daoshen Liao. The wedding supposedly took place
on the world of Sian late last year, and it has been kept a secret pending the outcome of the war of Capellan aggression.

Talk of this unlikely union reached St. Andre just this week, perhaps prompted by rumors that Bannson Universal is supporting

the Capellan war effort. Given Jacob Bannsonés diverse interesttwmt and Kk
sub sidiary businesses have taken Capellan contracts. However, most close associates of the business tycoon think it is unlikely

that he has chosen this time to marry, or that he would accept a Capellan bride, no matter how strong her ties to the powerfu |

famil y é

Page 2, 3, 4, 5 (more)...
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JumpsShip Regal, Prefecture |

|l 6ve known for a while that | candédt just sit around during | omge hops.
than a couple days without getting some practice. O n long trips, that comes from mingling with
just getting fun stuff: whods on vacation without their spousem, that Kk
who are simultaneously hiding something and dying to tell someone what they know. Theybére pros
theydve got is too interest.i itsgeettesoutdreneyndemanyllid tidey muton if likerthe hod water it is.

Thereds something happeni ngg omadMyya,t thutThlegyvOoa es pweeéenzed t hat much out. A

Not small at all. | hope to have more before Vega.
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| am reminded that the olfactory prowess of sharks has not been exaggerated.
Editorial  Sudeten Star  -Lance

| write today because the blood in my heart boils over. | do not pretend to be politically astute, nor would | ever pretend to be
as tactically instinctive as the great warriors of our Clan. | do, however, know an opportunity when | see one.

If I, as the owner of several small mining outfits, were to learn that holdings claimed by rival corporations had lost contact with
their superiors  d nay, with anyone beyond local boundaries o | would consider this an enormous boon. A chance. An opening. |
have men and equipmenta  t my disposal, and it is very likely that my goods are far closer to these sites than to their owning
corporations. What do | do? | send my men, | send my ships, and | claim these assets for myself. | am a shrewd merchant, and

| say this only because | can prove it. Only humble modesty keeps me from revealing myself in this letter, because | appeal to

all of you readers as a fellow Clansman 0 not as businessman with clout and prestige.

Some assets might be easy to take. | might find it useful to take my time in acquiring many of them, sending some of my more
inconspicuous personnel to collect and gather information on the current standings of each operation. Some assets might be
desperate for real management and will readily agree to my offers.

Some might not.  Loyalty runs deep, and even though it may be arrayed against me, | respect it. And this is where my money

and the quality of my men and equipment come into play. Some outfits | will purchase outright. Though my monthly

expenditures will be prohibitive for a month or three, depending on the asset acquired, the immediate profit loss will be worth it.
Some outfits will require more duress. | am not afraid of such tactics, and O | arrive at my point & neither should we.

The Republic is coming apart at the seams. | have seen warriors of our Clan chafe at sitting quietly, training every day to keep
themselves sharp and deadly. | can only acquiesce to the wisdom of our great commanders, and | know that they bide their

time for a reason. Because clearly the moment of r eturning o the moment of finishing what we have started 8 is upon us. The
Republic was ill -conceived from the start. It allowed weakness of all kinds to reside in it and make it soft. And now it reaps the

fruit of those unaddressed maladies.

Tradition is a pow erful thing, methods established long ago by people wiser and stronger than me. Methods whose very
soundness has been proved by the passing of time. Do things that fail, last?

And so it is time, with this most -timely HPG collapse, for us to make our presen ce known once again in the Inner Sphere. Not as
we are now, but as we should be. As we will be.

Our Clan knows and understands how valuable and important the work is that we nonwarriors perform. In our decades of
softness 8 a harsh word, but | am deeply awar e of our storied warrior history & we have become comfortable with our lot, with
the small struggles we have on the worlds we claim.

No more. Terra calls, on frequencies no HPG could ever transmit! The weakness of The Republic has shown itself utterly, and
though | do not know who or what has taken down this communications network, | thank them in my prayers every morning.
Remember Tukayyid, as if we could ever forget. Because this is our chance to finish what we started those decades ago.

& An anonymous but ¢ oncerned civilian, merchant, asset manager, and acquirer
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Wrinkles, wrinkles everywhere. Comments to come after | d6dve had time to

Contact Report

27 January 3135
Emil,
|l ve successfully made contact wttbhashe Bhegstmotboskhtl|l ed twhandreport

and ditch two of my operatives.

| reacquired her trail two days later. She was hiding out at the Cross Creek Motel. It was a stroke of luck that | found her,
actually, as | stumbled into her coming out of a communal restroom.

| waited a minute for her to get outside before | stepped out of the restroom. She had begun to head south down the street.
Snowfall was heavy at the time, and | could tell she was nervous about being out in the open. Se veral times | saw her checking
for a tail.

| radioed Chandra to pick up her trail, while | moved to get ahead of her one street over. Chandra radioed back that the targ et
was getting jittery, which | expected. We had dogged her for nearly three weeks, and her nerves had to be frayed.

The target soon moved into the alley that | had positioned myself in, in anticipation of her looking for cover.

When she leaned back against the alley wall, | knew she was exhausted. Her posture gave it away. Not only that, but she was
scared. | quietly tapped out an order for Chandra to cross by the opening of the alley in order to distract the target.

She froze at the sound of crunching snow beneath Chandradés footfalls,
noced a change in the targetds body | anguage; she had sensed my presenct

But she was too late.

When she turned, | placed the muzzle of my weapon against the back of her head and told her to hand over her weapon, which
she did. Smart girl.

H e r etlie secorded transcript of our conversation:

MD: Don6t try anything stupid, Norah. Or should | say, Cassandra Raines
CR: Who are you and how do you know my name?

MD: How | know you is not important, though | su ppose | should tell you something: My name is Donelly. Sam Donelly. | know

al l about you, dé aesllygoddoThidiswhy Igam talling to you instead of killing you. The Republic requires your

special talents, Ms. Raines.

CR: Oh and how mightth  at be?

MD: We want you to help us bring down the rest of the Kittery Renaissan
CR: Betrayal? Just like that?

MD: Yes.

CR: Thatés pretty presumptuous of you, dondt you think?

MD: No. You see, | know your history. | kno w who your grandmother was and what she did, just like your mother and father.

CR: You should find higher -qual ity sources, Mr . Donel |l y: Il dm an or phan. My family d
MD: Yes, you are indeed an orphan, but not for the reason you believe. Your gra ndmother was a ROM counterintelligence

operative. She fought against the Blakists both before and during the Jihad. Your parents were Ghost Knights, murdered by neo -

Blakists. You were placed with a special family who would care for you.

CR:I dondt ybueHow dowau know all of this?

MD: There are some things even the Paladins and Knights don6t know. Tha

CR: And if | refuse?

MD: Then | 611 have to realize this missionds other ending.
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CR: Congratulations, Mr.Do nel | y. | must submit to your powers of perswuasion; it I
MD: That 8s good to hear, Norah. Welcome to the team.
Then | safed my weapon. Sheds currently in our safe housadyuwbrdeisde of C

Respectfully,

Mason Dunne
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JumpsShip Regal, Prefecture |

In -between wriggling information out of the four techies that are my new best friends, | had a chance to review some of the

hundreds of files the friendly folks of Terr a dumped on me. A | ddreadyftoo oldtdde meiasyegboel s s d but buried
in the dirt | found a gem.

Dunne managed to turn Norah.

That s an i mpressive piece of work. Just finding her mustoévescoupen hard
True, it would be more significant if it werendét for the fact thehat ot h
threat they pose to The Republic (what with their way bigger armies an
Dunne ha d better be careful, though done reason Norah might have decided to turn is that

use her new position to undermine The Republic, going from double agent to triple agent in one quick move.
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JumpShip Regal, Pref ecture |

Three little letters. Three magical little letters: H. P. G.

That s what my techie friends know about. Webre finally gettind seriou
hope, | hope!
I'f | were more poeticadnyodeclli®eédcallodi twrfi®cke t o Data, o0 |lauding it as

speeds greater than anything else we know. Truly a glorious thing.

I n case you cano6t tell, | real ly, really want it back. Godspeed, my te
I ncidentaltyanbbthergonew friend besides the techs. | didnét choose this
me at all, but | keep seeing him wherever | go. Much as 1 6d 1 ikieesto th
are more sinister. He 61 | bear watching.
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Bannsonds getting sloppy.

Confidential Bannson Universal Document
Styk: On Further Review
Prepared by Senior Engineer Walter Plunkett (RA)

| am uncertain where to begin.

Security, | suppose. It was just as stringent as | expected. The time | spent waiting allowed me to examine the four VTR -9K
Victor s on display at the local spaceport. They were not older machines, as | thought they would be, but neither were they line

equipment: They were unfinished shells, lacking any fus ion engines or final control components. They could be made battle

ready in a handful of weeks & a few months perhaps & but only with a knowledgeable team and the right components.

I't wasndt too hard to get close to ©@awloth ersvdni-vwoid dlwerd suppesedito It diselédimev e t hat

to decide that there would be no strong turnout of military materiel from Styk. Not in the near future. Another empty Capella n

threat.

Another effective ploy! Circles within circles. What a tangled web Daoshen weaves.

The factories, sire, are not only working, but they are in excellent condition and have no shortage of workers. There are sat ellite

facilities spread all across Styk, most of them with redundant sites capable of assuming a full load in case any one facility (of a

certain type) is damaged, destroyed, or captured. And the main assembly plant! With a large underground network, safe from

anything save perhaps orbital bombardment (and | woul dngfotndface titycouldo heav
be brought down, and still ©&éMechs could be produced, stored, and shipp

There are automated rooms where a single worker might oversee a molding press to shape armor or see that an actuator is

tested to its demanding limits. And there are a number of team  -orientated rooms where the majority of all final production takes
place. Hardly an assembly  -line mentality, but with enough educated and dedicated manpower, production goals will not be

difficult to meet.

In fact, there was enough ind ustrious activity going on that | began to wonder why |, and the rest of my team, were brought in

at all. Soon, Daoshen would be storming the battlefields with legions of new Victor assault -class BattleMechs.

And then | saw something | was not meant to see so early in our . . . indoctrination. | should have guessed it, though, given the

wide range and redundancy of the satellite facilities. They are not making just one type of BattleMech here. On a testing ran ge

yesterday, | saw the first of a new style of BattleMaster , | am sure. Very similar to the Steiner variant and, looking at some of

the overall build and the main gauss weapon, also not dissimilar to the Victor . This was certainly why the facility was chosen (by

Daoshen or The Republic?) to begin produ cing this new assault  -class machine.

| candt be sure that there is much difference at all, in fact,gebetween

meant to give the 6Mech a more Asian | ook. But féwequipmantwariatiens,thgstiehat t hey
additional engineers and techs & they are trying to solve some flaw they discovered in field trials.

The more | see, the more | discover there is to learn.
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DropShip Mercury, Prefecture |

What a surprise. Ath ough my tech friends have departed on a different course, m
quite bad athisjob 81 woul ddve noticed hi mRegal ®icepsl wasdisracted by the diffeculty of yanking

information from the techs. If he were any good, or decently funded, he would have a teammate or two, and they would have

found some angle to watch me from, where | wouldnb6t have seen them so
holding a scandal sheet in front of his f ace wil/l make it so that | dondt notice him.

So | 6m not terribly worried about him, but still, a tail is a tail. 1258
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Banns on 0 sloppier etman | thought, but apparently so am I. The Styk report | | ogged last time had a preview & and possibly
a sequel. 106l keep perusing.

Confidential Bannson Universal Document
Styk: On Avrrival
Prepared by Senior Engineer Walter Plunkett (RA)

| have to admit, | was prepared to be underwhelmed by what | would find on Styk. A world that The Republic would let go so

easily, | assumed, the Capellan Confederation would not find reason to garrison so strong or to factor in so heavily in their war

plans.

| became quickly disabused of that notion when we were met by a Capella n WarShip while traveling in -system!

AFengHuang icl ass cruiser! | f there are more than two of them in existence
Styk system, intercepting all inbound and outgoing traffic. We were boarded, searched by Con federation Marines, and

interviewed (albeit briefly, thanks to our bonafides) by Maskirovka officers.

Styk, as you may know, has a checkered past. During the Marik -Liao Offensive of 657, it was one of
Liao failed to reclaim. Buti  t was able, on its own merits, to throw off Davion stewardship and assert its independence for a short
time. (No, sire, | am not a historian. But the DropShip has an excellent library, and | looked it up.) By agreeing to a partn ership

with Gan Singh, they  formed the Styk Commonality, which managed to remain neutral until Liao finally rolled in and established
dominion once again during its Xin Sheng campaign a few years later. The world was lost to Word of Blake during their Jihad,

and it was held until the final years of that war when it became contested between the Capellan Confederation and the forming
Republic. It was one of the reasons House Liao fought so hard.

What made the world so attractive to all was, of course, the Tao MechWorks facility. House D avion helped to retool this long -
abandoned factory in order to produce the VTR -9K Victor assault BattleMech. | would have thought the facilities ruined in all the
fighting, or, at the least, mothballed to the point of obsolescence when The Republic pushed through its disarmament policies.

It would seem that neither happened quite as any of us suspected. Either that or the Capellans intend to pour more resources
into the industrial complex than we anticipated.

I wondt get to the indutstaiwdelc,enltém tfolrd.atCllearsances. Security. More
polygraphs, no doubt. These facilities are either extremely important to the Capellans or all this is some of the best milita ry

mi sdirection |1 8m | eani ng asdifegionariostigbbcadse | thinknl wds eneant to see the lemce of new Victors

standing at silent attention on the spaceport tarmac. Of course, they could have been standing there for a month or a year.

They could have been old machines scoured down to fr esh metal and put on display.

Damn. Theydve got me running in circles. | know enough to begin asking
Whatever they are up to, the Capellans have learned very well from past mistakes and are going at this i n a whole new way. It

will make my real job here more difficult, but where there is intrigue, there is usually information worth guarding. Let me s ee

what there is to learn here. See exactly what it is they want from me 8 and from us.

When | know more, sire, so will you.
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Not good.

Confidential Bannson Universal Document
Styk: A Final Report
Prepared by Senior Engineer Walter Plunkett (RA)

This may be my last report for some time, sire. In fact, | may be killed before much longer.

| can verify th at my earlier reports have been accurate to the extent that anyone can be trusted to know what is happening here

on Styk. Tao MechWorks has been refurbished, and it appears to be making Victor and Zhang -da-shi (BattleMaster ) designs at a
feverish pace. Liv e-fire tests continue. There is still no obvious transport method in place to move these machines off planet,

and the on -planet forces and local security make taking this world all but impossible, unless an army could be raised that would

be capable of tak ing worlds like New Aragon & or Terra itself.

The troubles with the Zhang -da-shi seem limited to command and control functions, meaning that not every MechWarrior can
pilot one of these new designs. How extensive these problems are, | cannot say.

Many machin es are prepainted with the crests of Capellan warrior Houses, M
secondary line regiments. As far as | know, the machines are being delivered as marked. | have seen empty hangars and

abandoned DropShip landingp  ads. But | have yet to see one machine loaded and lifted off of Styk, though certainly they must

be taken away and shipped by some method.

There is still so much to learn here, so many leads | have yet to follow. Not the least of which is how this 0 all of t hisd was
accomplished in such short order. Millionaires d and, in effect, new Capellan lords 0 have been created virtually overnight. But the
amount of resources and funds spent here 0 though boggling 9 cannot begin to explain the speed at which the Tao MechWorks

plant has been brought online. The only explanation, in my professional opinion, is that the Exarch or some very powerful nobl e
(acting on his own or in concert with others) had already made significant headway in advancing the local military -industrial

com plex before Liao ever took control of this world. In so doing, this person may have handed the Capellan Confederation the

keys to The Republicds downf all

This is where | must leave off, if | am to get this message away. Time is of the essence. We understo od from the first that the
Confederation would tightly control all security and access, but still they needed the extra hands and minds badly enough to

justify bringing us in. Our connection was to be sparingly used, but reliable. We never assumed the Mask irovka would truly

attain a deep penetration into our network.

They have.

My wusual fAconnectiono has been terminated. Literally. | managed to fin
report to you, but after that, the agent passing this along will be going underground. It is all very confusing, and if | did not

know better, | would say that Bannson Universal has been heavily infiltrated by Liao sympathizers. Or, possibly, it is a

competitor fomenting inner struggle among highly placed exe cutives. Whatever the reason, sire, do not expect another status

report for some time, if ever.

And guard your local communications network with great, great care and suspicion. There is no telling how far the treachery
extends.



3135 PDA: Deandra Lowe

15 April 3135

DropShip Merc  ury, Prefecture |

Lookatme 61 6 m gone again. This is what | get for trying to have a spot of

techie friends, and | am told to get my pretty little rear end off of Vega as soon as possible. Where to? Prefectu re IX, finally.

Been wanting to go there for a while, and it should be fun.

Bad news is, |1 6m not traveling alone. | tried to |l ose my other amew fri
chump, because hedd been so rorbiva d uist, 6 9 us o metwh il dgn eMose. Maybe he was | e
challenge, a way of telling me that he was so good at keeping up that

|l 6m more worried now.
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JumpsShip Star of Kerensky, Prefecture |

This is when slow  information hurts. This is when | needed to know something the day o the hour 9 it happened, instead of

learning of it 10 days later. Ten days later !

There is no more Senate. Levin disbanded it, just |ike tihthetmostii We have
colossal wunderstatement since Aleksander Kerensky saidbyedl 6l 1 be back

But itds not that easy, of cour se. JIcanfed itareadyloretheshipt Theblupbloodeateupihe r eact i o
ar ms, raging on and on about Levinds ignorance, his unmitigated gall,

As a courier, I 6m
|

not supposed to get involved in these things,anand |
am alone and unwatche d , il

w raise a glass of champagne-iremguls. si |l ently toast th
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22 April 3135

JumpsShip Star of Kerensky, Prefecture 1X

|l 6ve been watching my friend in returdbidodoae gheyrnauwe, tayd nmptdvay sha kteo
from a dedicated tail |l 6ve come to a few conclusions about him. Heds
thereof. Heds got all the right mannerisms. &ledaésovebdbashipmesnygakaengned
bottle of Alioth wine, and a quick check with the shipbds stewards conf
Anyone who packs Alioth wine across the galaxy is |ikely to be a blueb
executve order. Clearly, the problems in the Senate didnd6t pop up overniocg
heels before the order finally came down. All this is to say that the senators, who are the bluest of the bluebloods, might w ell

haveanint er est in tailing people who they think are valuable to The Repub

me.
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26 April 3135

Being a member of the courier network has its privileges despecially when youdre owed a favor or t

Kev Rosse Personal J ournal
Spirit Cats Enclave, Outside McPherson, Marcus
Prefecture VIII, The Republic of the Sphere

Star Commander Nikki brought me a package today, delivered by special courier. | knew there was something familiar by the
way the package was wrapped. Once | opened it and dumped the contents into my hand, | knew who had sent it: The origami -
styled Nova Cat in the palm of my hand confirmed it.

Benjork Nova Cat. Ah, Lone Cat. | thought | would never hear from him again. Though a pleasant surprise, it drudged up old
memories. Painful memories that troubled my spirit.

I lovingly laid it down on my desk. Its head seemed to track my every move, watching. | felt a little uncomfortable, a little cold.
| dismissed the feeling, yet still it stared at me, judging.

The pac kage also included a holo  -disc, which | plugged into my personal holo -player. | watched with fascination as the screen

flickered to |ife and displayed the Nova Cat symbol. Soon it faded, an
He was older now, hair bleached silver with time. His face had a few more scars than | remembered. Still, his eyes held the

intensity of a much younger and hungrier warrior. There was a smile on his face 0 something that Ben did not display often.

When he spoke, his baritone voice was still rich and s trong. Impressed by the confidence in his voice, | found myself answering

him.

iGr eetings, Ovakhan. 1t is me: Benjork Lone Cat. o

fMAnd to you, my old friend, o | answered.

fil know | am the last person you expected to hear from; however, something has prompte d me to contact you.o

il guess time does heal all wounds, o0 | found myself saying.

fiBy now | am certain that you have heard of what transpired here on Alkalurops. You will be pleased to know that the path |

journeyed for so long has finally ended. Even stil I, I found it necessary to seek a vision quest for guidance in my new position as
Legate. 0

That was interesting. | was proud of him for trying to find his place in life. | knew Ben was serious when his eyes narrowed and
the wrinkles around his eyes became more pronounced. | leaned even closer to the viewer to make sure | did not miss what he

was about to say.

fAfter spending seven days fasting, | was rewarded with another vision. | know it is not unprecedented to have more than one
vision, butitisstlln ot common. o

PMAff, 0 | responded automatically. Unlike Ben, | am not a Atruedo Nova C.
Galaxy who followed Stone. Ben, however, was a true Nova Cat.

fil am telling you this because | need your insight Obecause | cannot speak of this to the Nova Ca
Truly, my friend had forgiven me.

fAfter placing my veneers in the fire, | closed my eyes in meditation. When | opened them, | saw flames of black and silver.

Hovering above was the symbol of The Rep ublic. Haggard and torn, it was pierced by multiple swords from all directions. Blood
poured from the wounds. Finally, it exploded, disintegrating completel
| sat in stunned disbelief. For how long, | do not recall: | had the same vision, not two nights ago.

I stared at the Nova Cat origami when | spoke: Aol d friend, | believe
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27 April 3135

DropShip Hollyberry, Prefecture IX

Initially, | wanted to come to Skye because it looked like one of the true hot spots i n The Republic, where the constant threat of
hostilities had boiled over in recent months. Hot spots are always more fun than cold spots.

That was, of course, before the whole Republic became a hot sdxbance
youdl |l hit a planet engaged in battle, a planet where fightinghats
might indicate when the fighting will begin.

In short, every planet in The Republic is now really interesting. Which i s bad from the point of view of the people who, you

know, have to live here & but great for business.

It takes a I|little luster off my visit to the Isle of Skye. rtoféhe no

ever -growing storm.

Thr o

mmi

I on
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28 April 3135

That buzzing in the hornetds nest just got |l ouder. Real |l y.
Aliezhyn -054: Deposit 2933, synchronize at aforementioned hour; signal reference 05.03.33

[[begin encryption Lazarus  -13]]

It is just as you suspected. Forces are mobilizing across Sude ten, as far as intelligence can demonstrate; check with outlying
sources A, F, and G for corroborating data. Am working on getting dossiers on faculty in academy. Low to negligible chance of
infiltration; data useful nonetheless. In general, infiltration a greater risk. Morale increasing. See commentary on broadcasts
below.

Hydraulics Subtechnician Teresa remains uncompromised. Have searched for possible source of breach, but found none so far.
Please see included crystal for further details. Will increase surveillance frequency, but recommend searching for breach
elsewhere.

Local broadcasts have increased. Some entertainment, though most programming is now local news and historical

documentaries. Tearful review of glory days, patriotic schmaltz. Mood growin g restless, expectant. Trials of Grievance up
threefold. Two fatalities in past week. One fatality an older, unpopular officer with conservative views. Other fatality, unt ested
warrior. Training exercises up by 25 percent. Increased use of real ammunition. May explain accelerated technician tracks.

Work staff at most Borealtown industrial zones up by 200 percent. Recommend additional personnel to augment monitoring.

Stick with low  -skill laborers. High demand right now, some officers struggling to fill roste rs, likely not to check thoroughly. Will

recommend placements in next missive. If Uomi -393 available, request presence. U393 ideally suited for this environment.

Traffic into and out of location up by 323 percent. Intense mobilization! Military and civilia n activity each equal. Infrastructure

being carefully maintained; evidence of long -term use and occupation of facilities.

Back to Teresa. Mentioned, in casual conversation, ideas for har #fAthes
earlie st levels. Academy track for technicians usually three years. New activity indicates acceleration to half that, if not faster .

Some rumors of fAon the jobd training. Something very big about to happ
| f fAtoheissi svali d, may indicate unexpected |l evels of innovation in JF ra

sources and locations. Again, U393 ideal for additional local coverage.

New placements should occur before end of next month; evidence of new security protocols, much higher complexity than
previous. Will likely not interrupt this operation; however, may affect any new missions in area. Recommend additional
placements in surrounding municipalities.

[[end encryption Lazarus  -13]] **asynch*  *

*UPDATE** Deposit 2944, asynch AM -PM drop. Location redirect. Protocol refresh. All protocol, one year, disregard. Asynch
ONLY. U393 requested.

[[begin encryption Wencesz  -07]]

Held report for one week; drop impossible, new security procedures. Massive m obilization. Live ammo training daily. Technical
academy now accelerated to one year. Regular channels of arrival compromised. Safe for incoming ground; no direct spaceport
arrival.

Lyrans are topic of daily discussion; nothing clear. Mobilization clear in dicator of organized assault, likely in the next 12 months.
MiningMech fabro working 24 -7; enough retooling inside; final products could be anything. Most likely not industrial.

Technical academy curriculum change: Morning PC now includes heavier combat tr aining. Mood is entirely changed. Removal of
nonessential ops highly recommended. Security measures of greater complexity, updates every day (possibility of updates in AM
and PM by next week).

For continued quality of data, U393 absolutely necessary. Also recommend Ginro -251 and Ximenez -992. Do not relocate
personnel from Lyran locations! All intel indicates push toward Terra. Inevitable. No solid data to prove, but what else coul dit
be?

Consider relocation of this agent. Status uncompromised, but possible overstayed welcome. Channels closing for my talents.

Relocate to Skye? Decision ASAP. Will wait three months for reply. If in danger of compromise, will leave by middle of fourth
month.

Drop rescheduled, now asynch. No more direct contact.
Brace yourselve s.

[[end encryption Wencesz ~ -07]] **asynch**
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02 May 3135
Heavendés Gat e, Ry de, Prefecture 1| X
Il 6m in enemy territory, and it |l ooks I|like I dm going to haveemaeagdet use

more planets are slippinga  way each day, and | imagine the powers that be are going to want me in those spots. Fun for me, but
pretty damn terrible for the incredible shrinking Republic.

The Jade Falcons are an interesting | ot I thinkofwhah®ss molsat ulnneues g
a firm sense of destiny does for you dyou know where youdre going to end up, so why worry
swarm this planet with every O6Mech we have and stompandtheywgudjussst Fal con
shrug, mumble something about destiny, and get ready to hit wus again.

down for long.
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Ooh, ComStar bits.

Situation Report

To: Paladin Kelson Sorenson

From: Alexi Holt, Knig ht Errant

Classification: Eyes Only

Attachment: Encoded file T 3113.HZ.WB 12k

Sire Sorenson,

My infiltration of ComStar is nearly complete. The history you had prepared for me proved invaluable. | expect to pass my fin al

indoctrination shortly. Once comple ted, I 61 1 be inducted with the rank of acolyte.
This, however, is not the reason for my report: | uncovered data while attempting to locate the whereabouts of Tucker Harwell

The attached file gives you the information | retrieved. Unfortunately, much of t he data is corrupted or intentionally edited by
others.

Transmission Code: Velvet Level Access Only
Date: [data corrupted]

To: Precentor ROM

From: Tempest Stryker

RE: Unit Dispositions

Per your request, | have gathered specific information on unaccounted - f or Blakist units.

The 3rd Division (Pure Thoughts and Actions) [data corrupted], however, a few of the level llIs survived
to [data corrupted].

The 10th Division [data corrupted], listed as destroyed, remnants scattered throughout the [data
corrupted] peri phery. Though they fought against [data corrupted], most were able to [data corrupted].

The 11th Division [data corrupted], though the unit was located on [data corrupted] and [data
corrupted], along with supporting units. This division may still [data cor rupted].

The 12th Division (Harbingers of Blake) [data corrupted] moved from base in [data corrupted] on orders

from St. Jamai s. [data corrupted] | ocated mercenary command Bl ancos
system after they broke [data corrupted]. A portion of the Coyotes [data corrupted] Samoyedic Colonies

[data corrupted]. The Bloodletters (level 11l unit) [data corrupted]. Prior to the Regulan sterilization

of Circinus, Precentor Decline Chaney ordered the remaining 12th [data corrupted] with the M aster and

followed [data corrupted)].

Sire, one might infer that the Master -0 and perhaps some of the Blakist troops -- may still be alive. These are my thoughts,
though | am not an intelligence analyst; perhaps you will choose to make this information ava ilable to those who are? | am
certain they can provide you with a better analysis.

I did acquire the information on the Samoyedic Colonies. Itis a 12 -world system in the deep periphery.
Coyotes returned from this system after misjumping 8 - some four decades after the event. Curiously, the local population is

alleged to have interplanetary travel capability and other advanced technologies. | have encoded the coordinates in this

message; you have my activation code.

1611 | e a v e udgnment twieether o inform the Exarch, though he may need to know. Based on the resurgence of the Com
Guards and other activities we have uncovered, however, ComStar may know exactly what happened. We should take care to
protect The Republic from a ComStar who, it seems, has reverted to what it was before the split.

Until next time, sire; | am your humble servant.

Alexi Holt,
Knight Errant
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Yeesh, talk about your podunk city writers.

Voidrunner Candét Make Kyrkbacken Run, Needso, BsurionePrefeaturaVd Sao Paul
by Terrence Smythe

The JumpShip Voidrunner , so long the strongest and most dependable link in the communications chain between Asuncion and
Kyrkbacken, has been forced to cease its tireless journey because of a malfunction in its Fuchida -Kearny drive. Legate Rodrigo
de la Cruz released a statement today announcing that although Voidrunner is unable to swim between stars, he and Governor
Peter Ogden will be doing everything in their power to ensure that communications remain open w ith Kyrkbacken until
replacement parts have been brought in from New Canton. A list of the parts that Voidrunner needs will be going out with the
departure of the JumpShip Crimson Hawk tomorrow, bound for New Canton along the usual series of relays.

But co uld the loss of the ~ Voidrunner 6 s Fuekheiaddany dri ve be the |l ast nail in the coffin of
Voidrunner in perfect shape, we got news of happenings throughout The Republic of the Sphere only twice a month, and the

captain of the Voidrunner had long been telling Governor Ogden that so many jumps were creating excessive wear and tear on

the aging JumpShi pd 9 aiwaring the gowerindr ignoredduntil itwas too late.

Now that the  Voidrunner is offline, it may be mont hs before we have regular communication with the rest of The Republic, and

with events rushing forward all around us, by the time we hear about important events, it may be too late to do anything abou t
them. Al though this report eranyrash dctmnsiHe govelnorersd tegate stouldchave known what they

were doing when they insisted on pushing the Voidrunner beyond her limits.

Winona Everren, a former engineer aboard the Voidrunner , spoke with me about the situation.

fiThe FKD [Fuchida -Kear ny drive] had this funny rattle every time we kicked it
figure out what it was that was causing the problem, so we just |left i

Frankly, it startles this reporter that such a vital piece of mach inery would be maintained by people who did not know the first
thing about fixing it.

Although both Governor Ogden and Legate de la Cruz have promised that the Voidrunner will be fully functional within three

weeks, this reporter has his doubts as to wheth er any part of their fAtoo little, too |l ateo po
[ Deandra: This is about as overdone and hammy as | 6ve seen, and | 6ve
still important: The JumpShip relays that were set up after the HPG netw ork went down are starting to f
going to take some serious work to get them up again. As an interesting side note, the Sentinel published the following
column the next day. Looks like Smythe got just what he deserved for writing this rot ]

The Asuncion Sentinel would like to apologize to Governor Ogden, Legate de la Cruz, and Ms. Winona Everren for comments
made by Terrence Smythe, former Sentinel reporter. The editorial staff of the Sentinel wishes to assure the governor and legate
that we have every confidence in their ability to guide the people of Asuncion through these difficult times.
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Location Unknown

Is this on?

Hello?

What ... where...?

| still have it. The recorder. Why did he leave that? Took everything else. Why did he leave that?

Oh, God. He thinks 10811 talk. He thinks 1611 be incoherent wanssmod | 61 1 t
hear.

I wondt. | wondt say anything. Thereds nothing to dcdarydt |kKmy uasry tahicrog.r

Oh, God.
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3135 PDA: Deandra Lowe

Unknown Location

I think 1611 sing:
Idm a |little teapot
Here is my handle, here is my spout

When | get all heated and release some gas

Tip me over and kiss my ass.

short

and stout

You hear that? | know the drill he re. Take it away for a few days, keep me in isolation
so disoriented that 18611 spill my guts into the stupid machine.

Wel | , I guess itds ndtbve lod mloar.i hExnmt eap tc @ lulr | padé d nistake'doPlag all the games

youwant 81 still wondét have anything to say.

Bastards.
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Unknown Location

|l 6m not sure where | am. Theydre moving me, but |1 édm not sure where. |

fewminutesi n what | thought was a JumpShip. I was in an empty, oduitiefelti | e roo
like a JumpShip.

Then | was out again. Then conscious. Then out again. In the same roon
movi ng somewhere, but | candt say where.

Theyébve |ightened up on the interrogation. Theydre just keepingl me dru
i magine the only reason | 6d6m awake now is they forgot to redose me.

Footsteps coming down th e hall now. They remembered. Nighty -night.
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Unknown Location

I dondt know. I dondét know what vy oaldhe@met &tl tkd tndgs avbloeurtd wWorgko its. Terr a
[unintelligible input]

No, no, no, not the, no, not ¢é
[unintelligible input]

Wha? My, uh, my, é o0o0o0o0o0o0hh.

What?

Recorder?

I dondét know. | donét ¢é oh, God ¢&

No. No, | didnét. Not on purpose. | didndét activate it on purpose.
Turn it off. Yes. | will. But my arm. | can6t move my arm. | canét fee

Thered button.Pr ess it . That ol | turn it
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Unknown Location

Dunwallop slew on the kailin brosh. Vrip! Vrip! Heedle heidle hodle.

Krrrrrrrrrrr. Bunsocket.

Fancilface. Bennis lawg with geedle fram. Pankling. Pankling on the majintour.
Hee hee! Majintour! Pankling on the majintour! Get it?

No?

Krrrrrrrrrr. Bunsocket.

Vreeep vreeep vreeep vreeep vreeep.

Vreeeeeeeeeeeeeep.
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30 May 3135

Unknown Location on Skye, Prefecture IX
Il 6m out . Damn them all to hell, Il 6m out .

Shoul dnét talk much. Shoul dnldoto kmankge. nDooinsdet. kTnhoewy 6hlolw bneany t here are. Dol
about tracking me down.

Away from any cities, towns, anydthwoagsuPsetbtgtsuok 16 oacS&yges on the
Where | wanted to be, but now | do nét really want to be here. Too much troubl e
Need to sleep. Find a copse of trees, |l eaves. Dig a hol e. Hope ¢th donoét

to think about chewing.

But | made it out. Nice to sleep without four blank walls around me.



3135 PDA: Deandra Lowe
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The world doesndét stop while youbre away. .. I don6t have the energy fo
From the office of The Honorable Raymond Fritz, Muphrid System Governor

To Deandra Lowe, Independent Courier

Muphrid System Government Independen t Contractor Agreement

This Agreement is entered into by Deandra Lowe (hereinafter fAlndepende
of Prefecture X of The Republic of the Sphere.

The parties hereby agree to the following terms, conditions, and p rovisions:

I. Term of Agreement

The term of this Agreement shall end upon completion of the agreed -upon delivery.
1. Services Performed by Independent Contractor

Independent Contractor will perform the following services for the Muphrid System Government:
1. Transport official mail packets from the Muphrid system to the Yorii system.

2. Transportation includes ensuring that official correspondence is not tampered with and that it reaches the appropriate
government authorities in the Yorii system.

Ill. Paym ent Terms

Independent Contractor will receive 1500 Republic Stones upon intact delivery of the official mail packets to the authorities in
the Yorii system.

IV. Independent Contractor

I ndependent Contractoro6s status i n al tshahbetthatefrasindppendenucantractort o t hi s Agr een
Independent Contractor may not directly or indirectly represent or imply in any way that he or she is an employee of the

Muphrid system government. Independent Contractor, in the performance of this Agreement, will be acting in his or her

individual capacity & not as an agent, employee, partner, joint venturer, or associate of the Muphrid system government.

Independent Contractor shall not have any right, power, or authority to create any obligation, express or im plied, on behalf of

the Muphrid system government. Independent Contractor is liable for providing all necessary insurance to protect against loss es,

claims, injury, damage, compensation, and/or other actions for which Independent Contractor is responsible. Independent

Contractor will be solely responsible for payment of any and all taxes levied and assessed under any law with respect to rewa rds

given to Independent Contractor under this Agreement.

V. Terms and Conditions

The Muphrid system government reserv es the right to modify the terms, conditions, and policies applicable to Independent
Contractordés services provided pursuant to this Agreement at any ti me

The Muphrid system government reserves the right to penalize Independent Contra ctor if he or she has not provided services in
a manner consistent with this Agreement. Penalties may include, but are not limited to, reduction in payment and/or inactivat ion
of Independent Contractor status.

VI. Indemnification

Independent Contractor her eby agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the Muphrid system government from and
against alll claims, actions, |l awsuits, |l osses, damages, and exfpmnses (
I ndependent Contr acigssions.6s acts or om

VII. Governing Law

This Agreement and Independent Contractords participation in the Progr
with the laws of The Republic of the Sphere and the system and planet of Muphrid without reference to any conflict of laws
principles.

VIII. Entire Agreement

This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties with regard to the subject matter hereof, and supersedes
any prior oral or written agreement regarding the same.

Signed,

Danielle Gryf, Aide to the Honorable Raymond Fritz, Governor of Muphrid
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Outskirts of New Glasgow, Skye, Prefecture 1X
| al most feel sane again. Iltéds a miracle.

Let this be a lesson to all would -be jailers, kidnappers, and all others who want to hold on to someone against their will &
deranged people generally need to be watched more carefully, not less.

| think this lesson has sunk in pretty well in jails and hospitals across most of civilization, but you amateurs sometimes st ill have

trouble with the concept (thank God) . I put on my deranged act for a few days (and
and the more | kept on gibbering, the more they lost interest in me. As their visits and supervision eased, | had more time t o]

work on loosening bonds, f  inding exits, that sort of thing. The fact that they were pretty much starving me helped, because |

could fit through some really narrow spaces. | bet they | ookéemd at that

human could fit through that.o

Suckers.
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07 June 3135

Even the Falcon chicks are building weapons!
Aliezhyn -054: Deposit 2956, asynch luck -of -the -draw; signal reference 15.07.33 [[begin encryption - Santiago03]]

*Transcribed conversation between this agent and Dual Track Hydraulics Subtechn ician Teresa. Entire conversation recorded for
thoroughness; salient points marked with emphasis.

T
Gary! Hey! Over here!

A

| tell you, I just want to die.

[pause]

Then | might actually get some sleep, quiaff?
[half -hearted laughter]

Would you like some co  ffee?

T
Neg! Coffee is no good.

A
This is decaf.

T
So you drink it just because it tastes good?

A
| drink it black. It keeps me awake just fine that way.

T
What do you have next? | can barely remember my own schedul eé.

A

Information Systems. Oh 8 | wanted to  know if it would be all right if | took some of the data from Electricals to plug in for test
architecture.

[pause]

T
Okay.

A
If you would prefer not to do this, | do not mind. It just seemed like a good idea. We have the data handy, and if my work is
correct, then we get some free analysis in the bargain.

T
If your work is correct.

A
Nice to hear the faith you have in me!

T
I would not want you to think that | éthis data is important.

A
Resistance ratings of different superconductors?

T
There isareason| chose the project we have.

A
Okay.

T
| want this to be a part of my thesis.

A
Ohhh. | have heard you say some things about your ideas, but not very much.



T
18 | do not want to jinx it. [nervous laugh]

A
| can help you, if you like.

T
This is my thesis.

A

So? There is no reason | cannot contribute data analysis, quiaff? Maybe | can be your QA person. You do your analysis, and the

| back it up. Thoroughness is a sure sign of diligence.

T
Neg. You will laugh.

A

| promise | will not. But I think it is a shame that you have so little confidence in your idea.

T

I have full confidence in my idea. | justéhesitate to
A

Sounds like weakness to me.

T
[pause]
Reconsider your words.

A
How can I? Your threatisem  pty.

T
The idea is not yet fully formed. It is unseemly to display something malformed, quiaff?

A
Neg! This is how we ensure the idea is strong and benefits the Clan.

T
[pause]
What you say is true.

A
What matters most is that this benefit the Clan, quiaff ?

T
Aff, aff. But | feel | should not need help.

A

Help does not indicate weakness. It indicates thoroughness. You are simply being extremely cautious with all your work.

T
[pause]
Simply put, it is an extended -range plasma cannon.

A
Has this been tried be  fore?

T
In the little research | have done, | have seen some evidence of it, but it has not seen much success.
[pause]

| would welcome your expertise on this. My math has never been that strong.

*end transcription*

[[end encryption Santiago -03]]
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08 June 31 35

Outside of New Glasgow, Skye, Prefecture 1X

Hereds the dil emma: First, Il 6m in enemy territory. Not a greatorldhi ng,
of commerce that they are, get better access than do a lot of other folks, like military and government people. But the second

thing is the real problem, and ités this: Thereds no official dmre&tord o
bother to get the appropriate visas and other crap. | believe | was just smugg led in. Possibly in luggage.

Oh, and |l etbés not forget number three: | have no identification. The Kk
although 16d |Iike to get off planet, my current st at usboardsaDropSeigthay muc h
way.

Luckily, | have connections. But |1 6ve got to get to the city, lookei ch me
and nimble and ready to hunt through some innocent peopleds pockets.
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13 June 3135

New Glasgow, Sky e, Prefecture IX

Asylum. Wonderful, glorious asylum. Not the political kind, of course 0 too complicated, too fraught with national loyalties. No,
itds the business asylum I dédve got, and itds wonder ful . Hemhbhwashowert he pr o

A shower . Heaven.

Thankfully, my reputation with PE is such that they dondét ask tone many
out. | love these people.

1611 be out a @ ay little side tnipohasrpot me behind schedule, so thereds no time to sit a
with an extra mission in addition to the work backlog. The face of my old friend, who followed me across The Republic, is
embl azoned on my brain. 61l find him.
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The moleisblinkin g i n the sunlight againé.
Aliezhyn -054: Deposit 3001, asynch AM/PM double -blind; signal reference 22.12.31 [[begin encryption -Ignatius18]]
As planned, will be staying as second -tier student -instructor. Dual Specialist Track Subtechnician Abruzzi detailed t 0 new unit.

Determined information on project as follows:

Viability of new weapon chancy at best. Not likely to be implemented in foreseeable future.

More importantly, size of forces mustered is enough to comprise three Galaxies. Verifying numbers as of ti me of this report.
Coordinated efforts with Uomi -393 indicate focused intent on Inner Sphere, primarily Terra, via Lyran Commonwealth. Status

against Wolves unclear; recommend relocation of Ginro -251 (see prior Wolf infiltration reports for further conside ration). If
Wolves confrontation is a goal, reassign Ximenez -992 for opportunity assessments. The splitting of forces must be supported.
Secondary evidence of Falcon infiltration into Sphere. Nothing very clear; however, all indications are that infiltrati on is single
person or isolated cells. Purposefully disjointed chain of command. Fairly sophisticated operational procedures, especially f or
Falcons. Assassination attempt unlikely. Intelligence gathering most likely goal. Corroborate with M. Perry. Reques t information

from Static Assignments if necessary; allow extra time for clearance verification.

Outside news increasingly difficult to find. Most news propagandized, inaccurate. In next Objective Brief, please include gen eral
news update from INN and othe r sources.

Local laws and restrictions heightened in city and surrounding regions. New drop schedule successful; will adjust again in on e
month to prevent patterning.

Current production at highest in weeks. Mostly small materials, perhaps small arms, infan try equipment. No hard evidence, but
most vehicles from MiningMech factory appear to be BattleMechs of varying designs. Few support vehicles, not enough seen to
say for certain.

Surprising amount of consumables 0rations, uniforms, @ housveeekwmafreighterdDestieatomeot ev er y
revealed. Presumably coreward.

Academy tracks accelerated to single year. Incoming classes tripled. Some minor technicians, NCOs, being graduated and
deployed in 3 i 6 months. Many headed coreward. Recruitment at all -tim e high; selectivity very high as well. Veterans on -planet
being deployed, replaced with newbies. Makes drops easier. Possible drop increase if intel warrants it.

*+UPDATE**

Invasion of Lyran Commonwealth. News is nonstop, word of crushing defeats on Porrim a, Chaffee, and Ryde. Brutality on
Chaffee and Ryde unthinkable. Are numbers accurate? Hamilton gone? Horrifying vid from Ryde invasion: Malvina Hazen

screaming and bleeding, troops howling behind her. Propaganda? People here eat it up. Frenzy of fervor; d angerous mob
mentality. Many people from academy staying on campus, locked in dormitories. Not a bad idea.

Never seen this before: partying for two days straight. Celebrations, drunkenness. Even the factory scaled down for a few hou rs.
Movement into Laiaka , Alkaid? Rumor, no evidence. Please verify or corroborate, reply with data. Status of Zebeneschamali and

Carnath unknown, presumed conquered. Please update on this as well. After Ryde, possible movement to Zebebelgenubi,

Kimball Il. Alcor and Mizar? Too f ar from verified line of movement, please clarify.

Will overstay welcome soon, probably. Will be reassigned to new post by end of training year. Sounds like coreward, but diffi cult
to say. Stay in current mission? No guarantee of placement. Will fall out o f contact for at least three months. Can we afford it?
Also, what is Republican reaction to Falcon activity? Have heard in other intel circles that something is breaking in Knights . Any

truth to this?

Combine made its move; how is it pressing its advantage ? Lyrans on defensive, no offensive plans? Even thwarted by invasion?
Also, status of HPGs. Still down for foreseeable future? Has sublink system been established as planned? Pony express very
tiresome, highly unreliable. Very expensive. Please send fresh funds in next drop. Also, a bottle of whiskey. The booze is

insufferable here.
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17 June 3135

JumpsShip Periphery Express Xl, Prefecture IX

The blessing and the curse of torture is that you can never remember it all. Your mind mercifully suppresses a lot of i t, plus part

of the exercise is to make you confused and disoriented and not tsur e
you just dondt remember much.

Which is good. | remember too much as it is. The pictures in my mind are horrid, and | shudder each time | remember these are

things that happened to me . The pain, the humiliation, the anger, the complete degradation comes back with each memory |

have, so ités good to have only the few images | can dredge up.
Butwhen!findhim &ah, tshatdi me |1 6d |ike to have each and every memory clear
decide to do, 1611 k n ow &eancawhy he lgas icbrgingl 6 m doi ng it
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People are scared all over the place. They should be.

Hey there, fairre ader . I f this is your first time glancing over my scattered e
sense oftheworld dand to make sure that the kind of stuff that wuswually falls t
hands anyway. Information wants to be free, sez I. So if you ever have a line into something astoundingly cool, strange,

outrageous, i mpossible, or just plain astounding, dono6t hesitate to dr

d Rilke Spess, concerned citizen of the Republic of the Sphere

Okay, so, for those of you who werendét aware of it already, the Falcons
much so. | tés |l ooking really, really grim. You want to see grim# Take
Skye news broadcaster. |l 6ve only read it, | havenét even heard it,. and
I know | post stuff here two, three times a day, and | al ways hale my

can say. | guess it all reads glib.

| dm terrified, people. Not thatdweliactimbylthiskitdobsl ©Ohat maghet ot da&y imake you
better, too.

| have something else that might make us all feel a little better. Barel y, but 1 dm grasping at straws, okay
So, webdbve got the wunimaginable violence and brutality on Chaffee and R
not the same thing. | tdés I|ike night aradcamsegoffersGédmt |l emanli yhedippli mmatoifc aofs

get me wrong & but people are TALKING. Not slaughtering. Especially not civilians.

So, whatos happening here? |Is there a Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde thing go
experiment? Help me here, people. Anyone is welcome to comment, but |0
academicians among us.

COMMENTS

H. Murakami

Posts: 521

Unless you grew up in the Clans, understanding them is almost impossible. | know only that the Falcons are really staunch
traditionalists. | dono6t know what Kerensky had to say about haaw to wa
Mongol tactics aren6t very honorable. Maybe t HHernedti ¢t hamki deadlldgihedlp sup
of Skye, in any way. And that transcript? Heartwrenching. I can only i
Rilke Spess

Posts: 4122

Scared is the watchword of the year . EWgonestaightto kel t 8 for pietd Gsch everybody. tso wn, it
the Republic so bad that people want out? If so, | dondt understand it
Guest

The Republic is a sham it was going to fall apart anyway. Noone believes that ma ny people can be good and noble and careing.

Corruption is coruption.

Rilke Spess

Posts: 4122

I was going to slam you for your hideous abuse of the English Illaenguage
whodd |ike to givRepmdblsemel amtiifi cation, please cite some reasonably he

spellchecker.
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JumpsShip Periphery Express Xl, Prefecture VIl

You want proof that 1 d&m good at what | do? You owrgrodf |daitl Wyatt. bshid HPG.i ve you
And what do you know, while | d&dm being beaten and drugged within a mil!l
came to life. Could | have been more right?

Not sure what it all means, though. The network shou Il'd be repairable, but it doesndt seem |ike
Wyatt came back online. The whole networkdés not working yet, not by a
But thereds hope that itol | |basbefoiex leve thosethchieshmet even more row tham bemer have!

I'n other news, | 6ve been cleared for work, and the shipbs captain has

Candt wait to see what it is.
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Howdy Max,

All these little brush  -wars have been causing havoc with my supply lines. Do you think you could get the following items out to

me on Nashira? | should be stopping there in the next couple of weeks, and | can get it then. | know that | could pick up som e

ofthi s stuff on the open mar ket there, but itéd be much easier if it wa
Global Enterprises Low -Rise Hiking Boots, brown; Liberty Industries Model 6 Weight Resistance Machine; Eselda Loose -Weave V -

Neck Shirt, Republic Red, size small (I got an annoying hole right along the waistline of my last one); Nano - Laboratories

Incorporated Printer Cartridge for a Senetex F32 data -pad (make sure ités for the F32; the | ast |
the blasted things Ginnotwwobat atesal (Bombay Opal only, | dondt know wh

was vile); an  AC/DC Power Adapter for my data -pad; Realisis Hop -Up Caffeine Pills, two bottles; Reading Light, Landmark

Technologies goose -neck type; Yeancy Technolog ies Travel Alarm Clock;  Gio-Avanti Type Il Electric Toothbrush, with recharging

base; Ozawa Fudge Company Milk Chocol ate Fudge, 2 ki | oWctory Conditions,dnt. eat it a
Model TC300 Light Laser Pistol; Eight extra battery ~ packs, V.C.l. LLP011 Laser Pistol; Reading Line Noise -Canceling

Headphones, slim -line for use with a flight helmet (I broke my last one in a hard landing, and the noise of the engines has been

driving me batty ever since); Nine 8 -packs of AAA batteries, ni  ckel cadmium; One Brainard Trading Company Shoulder -Bag,

khaki with brown trim; Risk Systems Wireless Stylus Model Tee -Kay 4 -21; Powered Hand -Drill, Tactical Advantage Ltd Model

367H; Lipton Iced Tea, plain, 1 case (I once had the tea they make over on Lip ton, and ever since then | can
Anwar City Curry Company Hot Curry Paste, 2 jars; Norm Bars, 1 case, peanut butter cup flavor (I really hate these things, but

they keep you going when you need a bite quick, and | ran out on my way to Yo rii); Seven Blank Memory Chips, high capacity;

Risk Systems Graphic Interface Monitor; Eight -foot Extension Cord, with ground; Victory Conditions, Inc. Mark IV multi -tool;

One copopminignoverAll 6 by Si gnus Madmank Teghhdlogies Series IX h olo-link adapter; and  Thirty 36 Solaris
VII Championship season holodisks.

On a side not e, never get caught carrying mail. The temptationdsg huge
but theyodve got enough secuwrbiltiyx dwairodthadf feiveinall Repl dndét crack into i
carrying that pouch from Muphrid across to Yorii and not even being able to peek at any of the juicy details | knew | was

carrying (thatés why | r a n oingthe masty tHihgsrtakeep my nsind offlof what Ippmas carging).

Thanks Max & | owe you one.

Deandra
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DropShip Murphidés Law, Prefecture X

Neither rain, nor snow, nor psychotic terrorists treating my body like some sort of pharmaceutical testing lab can keep the mail
lady from her appointed rounds. . . .

ltés one step ahead and two steps back, isndt it? One minute | 6tonfeeli
capabilities. The next |1 06dm carryibntg stahye nbulcehe diorg onuari |c.o mihtuanti cdacteisoms n e |
Part of me wants to go out and throw myself into the chaos surrowhnding
me wants to stay right here in good old Prefecture X, since by the time | g et to the most far  -flung reaches, it may turn out that

the planet 1 06m travelingdhuwt haosr de®fn tchoer qfuelrleddi dndét get to the ship c

bad for business.
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Sometimes | 6m cont r acramgebtthngs. Thia moticy was thtaly unencrypted. | doubt that Ms. Haefitch is going
to be particularly happy about that, as it looks like this Aaron Sanfield was in too much of a hurry to get her (or more like ly
Bannsonds | egal teampetitemcryptedok at this to

From: Aaron Sanfield, Director and CEO, Sanfield Disposal Services
To: Victoria Haefitch, Vice President, Bannson Enterprises, Ltd.
Re: Termination of Service Notice, Nirasaki City, Nirasaki, Prefecture Il

Ms. Haefitch,

Given the relatio nship between Sanfield Disposal Services and Bannson Enterprises, it is my duty to inform you that we are
ceasing our business relationship with the municipal government of Nirasaki City until Governor Yamaguchi can assure us that

our needs will be met. We have taken this action due to repeated delays in payment accompanied by increased demands on our
resources and time.

Although these delays represent a significant loss of revenue d which will be sorely missed in these trying times 0 | believe that
the present arrangement is simply not profitable or sustainable in the long term, and this suspension of service will allow us to
renegotiate the contract with Governor Yamaguchi.

For your records, our list of grievances is as follows:

Payment for services rendered h as been delayed on several occaflowspdobl emssoppesedd:i
Governor Yamaguchi 6s government has been unable to obtain the necessar

Both the municipal and system governments have m ade repeated demands upon Sanfield Disposal Services and our personnel
above and beyond those described in our contract with them 0 demands which have also not resulted in payments and which
likely will never result in payments because they fall outside our current contract.

The various promises made by the municipal and system governments in exchange for the above additional services rendered

by Sanfield Disposal Services, including special tax credits and the waiving of certain fees, have not been fulfilled at this date.
In response to this blatant abuse of the goodwill of Sanfield Disposal Services by the municipal government of Nirasaki City and
by Governor Yamaguchi ds system government, we have informed ssakiQty gover

and to all other settlements and facilities upon the planet of Nirasaki.

Following the protest of our actions by Governor Yamaguchi and Legate Larsen, Sanfield Disposal Services submitted an updated
contract, with the following clauses added:

All payments due to Sanfield Disposal Services are to be tendered to the Sanfield Disposal Services main office within two days

of the first of each Terran month. If all necessary payments are not tendered by the aforementioned deadline, Sanfield Dispos al
Services will cease all services until such time as all overdue payments have been presented to the Sanfield Disposal Services

main office.

If additional services are requested of Sanfield Disposal Services, or if current routes are modified at the request of either the
municipal government of Nirasaki City or the system government, additional fees will be charged by Sanfield Disposal Services
The exact fees, a specific timetable for their payment, and specific penalties for lapses in payment shall be agreed upon by all

parties involved at the time the additional route or route change is requested.
Your thoughtful response is appreciated,

Aaron Sanfield

Director and CEO

Sanfield Disposal Services

ACl ean Streets, Happy Citieso



3135 PDA: Deandra  Lowe
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JumpsShip Tradition, Prefecture X
|l 6ve been | ining up my ducks. Since the mail mi ssion isno6t exaeahingy a b

else, and mostly that something involves the best way to locate my friend the kidnapper.

1611 have bhentegsotoresources on Terra. The only thing | wonét have a |
hour s. Naturally, |1 wonodét sl eep. | ve made appointments, bookerdneti mes
tocalina few favors, when is?), and otherwise plotted out every second of
the info | get owhbillle jludsm tghaetrheer . Then, when | &m back on a ship and ha

It better b e useful.
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Looks like things got heated on Glengarry. | wonder if anyone saw that coming?
Glengarry Rocked by Skirmishes

Hawkeville Post -Times ; Hawkeville, Carnwath; Prefecture IX

Citizens of Carnwath have recently been looking to the skies as word trickles through to Hawkeville of recent fighting on nearby

Gl engarry. Apparently some members of the governordéds cabinet were disp
The Republic of the Sphere and were planning a coup to take control of the system and declare themselves independent from

The Republic. The Republic Armed Forces (RAF), however, got word of the proposed treachery and dropped hot into the

governords mansion and the adjoining militia compound.

Our sources say that the fighti ng was quick, but that damage to the city was heavy. Evidently, although the mansion was

quickly and effectively taken by armored infantry squads from t hte Hast
stormed the adjacent militia compound we re met with stiff resistance. The Allied Press is reporting that a single Havoc

Battl eMech and three modified | ndStakingSpidel ahd€rinbos Hafvlka coeMle cchoswnf iteHeded by t |
Sentinel s, inflicting heavy d aertheywerealisablédiredesiRodd andl arpilots captueeld. dnr

addition to the 6Mechs, several militia vehicles were depl oyedclosed fi gh
type. Despite the weight of firepower available to the trait ors, the RAF forces were able to force the rebels to break off combat

and flee the city.

The squads of Hastatii Sentinels troopers in Achillius and Cavalier battle armor were able to take out the mansion without ev ent,
although one of t he a@omarmmed Arhette Sullivdre Bas able to escape before the armored infantry squads

sealed all the exits.

I't was only when militia units from outside the capital struckwashe Has
fully realized. W hen the initial attacks were driven off, and the new captives debriefed, they all mentioned Sullivan speaking with

them and onvincing them that the RAF force was there to kill the governor and legate. The commander of the RAF force

immediately began organi  zing his meager resources to scour the city and surrounding countryside in search of the escaped

traitor.

Within two days the Sentinels had combed the entire city, aided by units of the Glengarry militia still loyal to Legate Nicol ette

Iniku and The Republ ic of the Sphere. Toward the end of the second day, a squad of Sentinels found the apartment building that

Sullivan was using as a bolt  -hole, and they threw up a quick perimeter. More loyalist units quickly arrived on the scene to

replace the Cavaliersqua d, all owing the armored infantry to storm Sullivands refu

wounded, but none was killed, and Sullivan was safely taken into custody.

Knight -Errant Sanford Wilson is currently assisting Legate Iniku with repair effor ts and in setting up a temporary government

until a replacement for Governor Weslean arrives on Glengarry. Our own Governor Xianglo has generously offered assistance,

but Knight -Errant Wilson has refused all but minor aid from Carnwath, given the proximity of the Jade Falcon incursion and the
nearby activity of the secessionist faction called the Stormhammers. Our prayers go out to Knight -Errant Wilson and the people
of Glengarry & may their recovery be quick.
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JumpShip Manifest Destiny, Prefectur eX

Woooo000000O. Did | actually make it to Terra? | 06ve got some memories o
and urgent tones, and imbibing lIiquids that were only slightly |l ess po
remember seeing the outdoors at all. | think | was on Terra, but it could have been any planet with anonymous offices and tig ht-

lipped bureaucrats.

|l 6ve got a | ot here. Intel on active terrorist groups, athingsmostalem oups f
methods, on tactics, on Donder, on Blitzen. . . .

Whoops. As we can plainly see, | havendét made much time for sleep yet.
sense. Sounds good to me!

Got a few stops in Prefecture Il co ming up. The Dragonds been a little unruly, so itds t
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As | 6ve said before, sometimes the strangest things find their beingy int
tested out on Furillo in the L yran Alliance, |1 6dm guessing that the guy who hired me toc

From: Damean Nacht, Chief Science Officer, Project Icicle
To: Leutnant -General Erich Von Bulow, Commander Project Icicle
RE: Live -Fire Test

Herr General,
| have the most  unpleasant duty to inform you that our first live -fire test of Project Icicle is a failure. Although the Project has

worked through several simulated fire trials, and has not had a problem in 11 months in the laboratory, the system proved too
complex and hazardous for true field use until significant improvements are made.

The exercise centered on a single Project vehicle dLuetnant Jaochim VdeusBaltdéeMechds daAmdat mundo
platoon of armored infantry from the security detachment. The Zeus was outfitted with half the normal complement of heat
sinks to facilitate testing, and had its weapons set to training |level

ammunition and fully functional weapons.

Testing began with repetitive firing of Dortmundés weaponry and a preliminary testing of
Heldenberg reported no problems, and the Project team likewise declared that their equipment was functioning as expected. The
coolant flush was successful, and Von Hel denbergds Battl eMech appeared to have recovered

We then introduced the Fenrirs into the exercise and had Von Heldenberg react as he would in a combat situation. The Fenrirs
advanced, firing on Von Hel de nrar evgdédsthe Bieominglfie,hercréturnedrfite escatteting the

Fenrirs. Heat began to build up in Dortmund, and Von Heldenberg called on the Project vehicle to attend to his Zeus . The Project
team reacted with admirable speed, but their cool under fire when the Fenrirs returned and began firing in their general

direction proved less than ideal.

Although we have been unable to ascertain the exact sequence of events, we have been able to put together a rough estimate of

what took place next. To the best o f our knowledge, one of the technicians attached to the Project Icicle vehicle panicked under

fire and failed to attach the input hose to the Zeus6s heat sinks. The removal system, however,
results were nothing short of spect acular and catastrophic. The Icicle system flushed the coolant from the Zeusbs heat sinks
due to the techniciand6s error, did not replace the missing coohtant, ca
sinks. This apparently caused the BattleMech to experience an above -critical level of heat, resulting in the catastrophic

detonation of onboard munitions. The resulting explosion destroyed the Project vehicle and personnel, and prevented the

retrieval of Von Heldenbergds body.

Although th e test cost us expensive equipment and experienced technicians, it did gain us valuable knowledge about how the

Project Icicle system works in a combat situation. The investigatory board that oversaw the inquiry has determined that the

Projecticiclesyste m must be considerably simplified to allow for easier |linkag
minimize the possibility of accident or malfunction under duress.

We are currently working to solve the problems demonstrated by this first test, and | have every reason to believe we will be
able to resolve these difficulties without any further serious problems.

Damean Nacht
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JumpShip Manifest Destiny, Prefecture Il

Sadly, my thoughts keep returning to my techie friends that | met on t he Regal. | thought | was being so charming, so smooth.

I thought | had everything under control. But thatds where | mets my ot
of my brain to resemble | umpy porri dge ughtMaas.tMaybd | wastos curiotis. Aadmagbmmy t h as |
techie friends & my sweet, nice, cheerful techie friends o thought | was asking too many questions and decided | needed to be

watched.

Or maybe it wasnodét them. Someone coul d h ahetechiesasoreesngd who paniedito kmawwhay t al ks w

they were up to as badly as | did but didndét have my social skills. Th
made all sorts of wrong assumptions about me, thinking | was something other than a cu rious courier.
Whatever the case, | think | was incautious. And Redal seemstobemwkerel| 6ve t hou

stepped wrong. Thatdés where |1 é&m going to focus my investigation.
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JumpsShip Manifest Destiny, Prefecture | |

| ve been reviewing the |ist of pas Regal geenlsvasaamditryiogr edvas mic as possible ®dto t he
match names to pictures that might by floating around known space. The
Theywererea | | y just cheerful people excited about their job. I donoét think
The bad news is that | havendt | ocated myaotdheéde taught wmet. sbdheheawhgn
used a fake identity to get on board. The question is, was his fake identity totally made up, in which case | should look for him

among the names with no pictures, or did he steal someone el sedwt i dent

about anywhere?
Does it sound kédifokmurdwithow a whole lot of progress? Yeabh, it sounds that way to me, too.

Nashirads next. Hopefully some good stuff waiting there for me!
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Happened to be digging through the endless files of a merchant data -dump from a few months back and came across this little
tidbit.

INTERSTELLAR FINANCIAL SERVICES CONSORTIUM (IFSC) Pan  -Federated/Republic Markets

IFSC Pan -Federated/Republic Markets has been involved in 423 financial advisory transactions in the Pan -Federated markets
between 3130 and 3135 YTD.

* Financial Advisory

* Public Takeovers

* Restructuring

* Mergers & Acquisitions

* Valuation & Due Diligence

Total Requests: 12 Records (1 displayed)

Client: GioAvanti Holdings, Unlimited

Advisory Type: Divestitures

IFSC Role: Joint Financial Ad visor

Faction: Republic of the Sphere/Federated Suns/Lyran Commonwealth

Sector: Heavy Industry

Deals: 3,134 ongoing

Fiscal: Undisclosed

Advisory Description

IFSC, together with Grand Federation Bank, was appointed by The Republic of the Sphere (via the Cha ncellory of the Exchequer)
to work, as appropriate in conjunction with the Commonwealth Reserve Bank, as liquidator of GioAvanti Holdings, Unlimited (in

liquidation) to assist in the disposal of a 33 percent share in Basantapur Fine Metals, a Trans -Federat ion Stock and Commodities
Exchangeil i st ed company, the | argest supplier of rare or eslargestdupplierofer al s t

common ores.

IFSC and Grand Federation Bank (in cooperation with the Commonwealth Reserve Bank, where ap propriate) prepared a detailed
information memorandum relating to the business to be sold and conducted a bid/auction process that included targeting

selected potential bidders and advising on proposed bids. The transaction is ongoing and expected to close in 4Q 3136.

+S0?

:-Draco041

+man boring what my dad does all day long why you bringing that here
. - SteelFist17

+Because itdés not as straightforward as it | ooks.
:-WetWillie

+Not the conspiracy theories againé.
:-Chungabunga

+Just cause you guys refuse to believe. Take a look at that again. How is it, you might ask, that a Lyran Commonwealth

company has such a large chunk of a major ore supplier for House Davion? More importantly, ask why The Republic of the

Sphere appears to be liquidating (read, nationali zing) said Commonwealth company, and all involved are playing buddy -buddy.
:-WetWillie

+Who cares what megacorps do?
:-Draco041

+Um, isnod6t Gi oAvanti Hol dings a Republican company? The ol 6 GioAvanti
:-XSOkay

+That 6s Gi oAvantiedol gliinglkt !l yidi tferent company, though 16d bet Devlin
family & just headquartered and traded through two separate factions to keep things nice and separated. Ever wonder why the

names are so close? | have.

:-WetWillie

+stop boring everybody dammit. anybody hear the new gaijin2gaijin single. damn could they be more preachy? you got a
message for me send it via HPG not through my headphones.
: - SteelFist17

+No, this is actually interesting. You got answers for us WetWillie ?2 16l keep |listening if you got more
- XSOkay
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+You enjoy egging him on. Il dm out of hereésomeone ping me when youdre
:-Chungabunga

[Chungabunga signed off]

+1 think | got some answers, yeah. Why is The Republic involved in the liquidation of a Commonwealth company with

investments in a Federated company? Because GioAvanti Hol dings, Unl i mi
Tolverson, whose food -processing empire is a wholly owned subsidiary of Bannson Universal.

:-WetWillie

+0Oh, please, WW. No wonder Chungabunga | eft. Why wouldndt we know abou
:-Draco041

+Why would we?
:-WetWillie

+Why?
:-WetWillie

+Why, Drake?
:-WetWillie

+Because we WOULD, WW!
:-Draco041

+Wow, Drake, that was so well thought out. How did | mi ss that, snake?
:-WetWillie

+ MALF OFF, Ww!
:-Draco041

+ Draco. WW. You both make the board fun, but 1 6m going to ban you bot
:-ModR8R13431

+boring. goin to listen to g2g single
: - SteelFist17

[SteelFist17 signed off]

+Not necessarily, Draco. Tolverson, Limited is nontraded company, so it
invested in. Or who owns ité.

:-XSOkay

+Exactly. Soéas | was saying, once you throw Banns o na BJersinceold8anhsoni nt o t h
sold out The Republic during the Liao invasion, theyodéve been quietly g
whore: Theydre nationalizing his companies. Or at | easionstandypteimegsare o when
in on this one brings some real interesting possibilities to light, particularly when it comes to the Grand Federation Bank, which

has a huge history of corporate intrigue and internal investigations. Who knows what boardroom deals we re going on within The

Republic, and the Davions and Steiners are playing nice to cover their tracks.

:-WetWillie

+Wow, accusing the sainted Davions of underhanded dealings? Areno6t the
:-Draco041

+Like you snakes are a Il high and mighty? You practically invented vendetta. HELLO, bellyslitters!
.- WetWillie

+MALF OFF, ww!
:-Draco041

+Thatoés it.
:-ModR8R13431

[WetWille and Draco041 have been kick -banned from server by ModR8R13431: | warned you odyoubre both of fhisfor a
time.]
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Logan City, Nashira, Prefecture Il

Gonna be in this general area for a bit. Dragonds getting grumpy, and
Mi ght dart around a |little, but |6l Inrsneed to keep checking in on these
There are going to be a |l ot of | osses. |l 8m pretty sure there ettheeady a
word out . I can understand the silence on this, but itds skealitttbaa | i t t |
news. Some advisors must have gotten into his head, subverted his bett

his advisors 8 not his better instincts.

My ol d buddy Max didndét send me anyt hi n gvasmatgdoaaone. Allostrmakes nie wishd vasme s sage, b
headed back to Prefecture 1X for a spot of fun. Oh, well.
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25 July 3135

JumpsShip Luxor, Prefecture Il

The question that keeps running through my head as the quest to discover the identity of my abductor -friend is this: Are they
done with me? Obviously, they didndédt get what they were |l ooking for fr
finally realize that | 6m not who they thought | was, or kdid they just

I dondt expect to s e eRegaytryihgtdfdlowimetgaio mottheondét think whoever got me i s ¢
under manned that theydéd send the same person twice. So while | 6m hoppi
faces |l ooking to attach themselves to my backsi de. Luckily, I dono6t thi:
like | was onthe  Regal. Too much happening everywhere to stay off the ground for long.
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26 July 3135

| ran into another passenger today, one of those | one gunmen mercenaries | 6ve heard
Vassilev, areally friendly guy, even if his accent made him a little hard to understand. We got to talking and before long t he
conversation t urmwhihheseeheds redliMéd ond of . | asked if we could take a peek
wish to see O0Blackout?déd But of course! She |l oves the admirers!o

Al |l can say is something | 6d never be able to repeat in any sort of

Thisthingwa s a monster. AA hundred tons, Malicee sHei dva saanmdd hseh yc aalbloeud igti va ng de
evenleftmeawell -worn copy of the manufacturero6s brochure before we parted co
several othercopies. | t hought 1 6d scan part of it for the info:

filn joint cooperation with Eris Enterprises Design Group, Dynamic Ordnance and Ammunition (D.O.A.) is pleased to offer what

will surely become one of the most sought - after BattleMechs on the battlefield: the MAL -XP Malice .

The Malice is a monster of current battlefield technology d an assault -class BattleMech weighing in at 100 tons. Notable features

of this design include an adapted double -k nee design (aka D.O.A.06s O6Demon Leg6 design), wh
vulnerable joints against frontal assaults. Though this unit may seem slow, its armor offers ample all -around protection

(especially in the rear), ensuring that this unit will be around to both start and end any conflict. Double heat sinks enable the

pilo t to fire reliably, giving a MechWarrior the confidence he or she needs at the helm of this massive machine. The current MAL -
XP design offers the following configuration:

MALIGE ASSAULT “MECH

Mass: 100 tons

Chassis: Dynamic Endo Steel
Power Plant: 400 LTA XL Fusion
Walking S peed: 43.2 km/h
Maximum Speed: 64.8 km/h
Jump Jets:  None

Armor Type: Standard
Armament:

2LB5-XACs

2 ER Medium Lasers

2LB10 -X ACs

For a mere 29,057,334 C  -Bills, this unit can be yours! Also in development from D.O.A. is the slightly cheaper (28,789,334 C-
Bills) MAL -XT configuration:
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Mass: 100 tons

Chassis: Endo Steel

Power Plant: 400 LTV XL Fusion
Walking Speed: 43.2 km/h
Maximum Speed: 64.8 km/h
Jump Jets:  None

Armor Type: Standard
Armament:

41B5-XACs

4 ER Medium Lasers

Though the range of this vers ion is slightly less, the damage output and diversity of its additional two extended -range medium
lasers make it an exceptional value.

For information about bulk and military discounts, pl ease contact us. o0

| ve never heard of D. O. Anu,c hh u tAntdh &tr iiss rEintt esrgyiimges doesndt sound any I
heard mentioned is Victory Conditions Industries, a pretty decent upstart. Anyway, if | ever run into Boris again, | just hop e |1 6m
not on the wrong side of his autocannons.
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28 July 3 135

Dear Raphael,

It was so good to connect with you once more. It has been too long. Too long. Aruthella sends her warmest regards and a wish

that she might also have been able to attend the gathering. Although | assured her that you made mention of her s everal times,

she was quite forceful in making sure that | include her regards right up front.

Ah, the vanities and impatience of youth. But sheds a wonderfully brig
aware.

Beyond the well wishes for yo ur continued prosperity, | will speak plainly of my ulterior motive in writing this letter; | would
hope there is no need to explain why it has been hand delivered by a trusted courier.

My motives are this. Following the gathering, | began to feel as thoug h I failed to fully convey my thoughts and feelings

concerning our mutual goals. This began to trouble me to the point where sleepless nights began to follow; | could not shake

these feelings that stole my slumber and began to affect my daily work. And so | find myself writing to those | trust most. No.

That is not so. We have trusted each other with our names and our faces. That speaks of a powerful trust. Instead, | would sa y
that | write to those | respect the most.

Under such plain words it is time to s peak even more plainly.

Our forefathers6 actions during the deplorable Jihad, as they tlhessed a
of an appadgmd-to-bé#t oawe opportunity, o resulted in disasliAgerwenofonthenn Sebasti
verge of committing the same crime? The same sin? How long have we worked toward our ultimate goal involving Corwin and

Victoria? A goal that would have progressed to its next phase this Christmas. And now? Now, with the first prince apparently

struck down and in a coma on far -off Terra, we would dash our plans against the rocks and rush to throw our support

elsewhere? In fact, did not Alexandretta actually insinuate that we reveal ourselves to our newly chosen liege? Reveal oursel ves!

Has that not always proven our downfall? (The shadows will forever be ours, the light the bane that can lead only to a future

sundering.) And though we rightly put her in her place, the fact that she would even utter such words is what, | feel,

precipitat ed my lack of sleep and then led to these current letters and my actions. Although | fully believe that we have led our

fractured brothers toward a reunification since the Sundering, and | take pride in what we have done to reestablish our

birthrights and  God-given prerogatives, | must plainly say that if we continue down this path, | must entertain the possibility of

a break. Although | shall likely be harrowed unto death if | forego my oaths of loyalty to the brotherhood, | will not balk a t

passing the ga tes of hell if it means saving the brotherhood from itself.

Please. We must not run off like a star -crossed lover upon gazing into a new pair of beautiful eyes. We must keep to the plan,

regardless of the apparent weakness of the coming new first prince. T hrough our machinations, Corwin and Victoria will achieve

all that we have wished for and more. Trust. Loyalty. The plan. The foundations of all we have done. Look into your heart and |
know you will find it so.

| pray for us all.

Carnelia
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29 July 3135

Nir asaki City, Nirasaki, Prefecture 11

I'n the near future, |l 6ve gotta tell you about what | picked up here. T
|l ve got a match to my friendbés face. | 6d sent ®eghldinochoofiousqeiuifs 9oa
taken his luggage by mistake or other stupid stories 0but | havendét heard anything back (not that
largely HPG -f r ee Republic, people arendt breaking r ecioersd s atsos urmaipnigd |tyh eaynbsvwee rr
them at all.

But | got lucky. Found the Regal6s purser on the DropShip I took down to Nirasaki, anc
every passenger sheds ever seen. Or at | east ytmyfiend betngso wrécious,hadehd ed ext r a

purser get him a room closer to mine.

She said his name is Brad Jenkins. Probably fake, but a start.
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03 August 3135

JumpsShip Solar Dart, Prefecture I

l'tds time for a |ittle tribut elloveahe factthatihexdelsat prodicing ttoee ehingd o r t hasmognwhiskey,
il ot

i |
and badass 6Mech p ot s I think those three things are closelysyrelate
tomake 0i t 6s foggy all the time,, wand ht tame &3 udswell, lnadyetmsneal d handage than a
cure 8 for a crushed soul than whiskey.
The connection between the fog, the whiskey, and the 6Mech jochkMkegs is

you see the number of people in Northwind -uodsopilosrMamy dfthenttave sucoumbed to the spell of the

place, pulled down by the torpor odl Gwea aqindenrdriimtka iltt 6fsora & tfreom gd gpyud I'm
resist the pull, who rise above it, have to be strong and determined. And those are perhaps the two best words to describe your

typical Northwind jockey.

|l 6m definitely going to raise a toast to the entire planet while | 6&6m t
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04 August 3135
This person seems to think awfully hi ghly of himself or herself. | have to wonder if such inflated egos are helping or hindering
The Republicds efforts to surviveeé.

32Alpha73E4Z Transmission: Cerberus Status
FROM: (deleted)

TO: Alpha -Omega Paladin

ROUTING: (deleted)

This will be my lastrepor t f or some time, as 106l be going to a place where making
that it matters.

I know. | know. Constraints. All about constraints. Crapellans, Jade Chickens, Snakes 8 not to mention the vermin right

underfoot. But sweetness (I dondt give a good damn about you telling me not t

fightngaone -man battle here. And while thatés what The Republic demands of

my entire life), to be ignored, well, just sucks. Sucks and blows. Just because t

your ass when youbére not paying attention.

Speaking of which, | could argue | saved The Republ i bad®doalskeanydist year .
would do. After all, itds not | ike we havenodt used the 6&paldown | i ke that
anything he might get close to). But just because old Ansonwgatthi ssohé
be back again to try to grab Stewart . . . and this time with a | ot mo
start talking about the Lyrans and how theyo6re gonna keep Anson off ou
And dondtmegestarted on Jessica. You know as -wmakér @asstlamdmed haltl shedérs tgld
face of hers. (Like we didnoét know that after she | obbed Major Casson
her hubby@ebDomét going on Phillip Hughes and the connections that get h
believe sheds g e t-sizechkickbacksmfeer thiie Mar orhirian when it came to light that IrTech still has a working

production line,thenl 6ve got some sunny | and around Tharkad City to sell you. Ar

eyes, sweetness? A whole production line!) And my ears have been burning hot lately at some of the new rumors swirling
around here. There are things af oot in the Oriente that | simply cannot ignore, regardless of whether The Republic ignores it. Fat
asitis, | like my ass.

In fact, | need to hurry it off, as | 06v
il

a JumpShip to catch aport no cl
again. So try to hold down the fort wh |1 0

e
e | 6dm gone, sweetness, and ol 1
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08 August 3135

JumpsShip Star Dart, Prefecture Ill

can access from tdanyidehaihgw. I co

Il 6ve run a worm through ev |
n ic? Me neither, and | dono6t want t

many of them there are i

I took a couple of approaches. |
Then | made a second one based o
theyodoll get their real run once

| ear ne dRegald se wp urhs enrg,s sad olu tp IfwWgegnehd ntshoe
what | know about his M. O. |l dve set
6m on Northwind and can put them into

— >
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12 August 3135

Tara, Nort  hwind, Prefecture Il

You join the natives here in enough toasts, and you can almost start t
They have no doubt. Sure, there may be temporary |l osses, but Northwind
what the hell, they might as well keep all 25 of those planets for The Republic, too. Then the Highlanders, when the time is

right, will push out again and defeat their enemies simply because the

It sounds ridiculous, the notio n of the Highlanders taking on the entire Inner Sphere, but when you walk the hills and feel the

cool mist swirling on your cheek and settling into the glass ydhasere sw
people not k now what talkingabdut?e
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17 August 3135

JumpShip Galaxyds Gates, Prefecture 111

Now that | &m away from Northwind and its fine, fine whiskey, perhaps |
investigation of Mr. fABrad Jenkins. o

That 6s r i gh tdmybuspiciomttfat my goed buddy was using an alias. It was pretty easy d Jenkins skipped out on most

of his billfromthe Regal (a ki dnapper and skinflint to boot!), so the shipbés corpo
looked for him all over The Republic and finally concluded that Jenkinsd I D was 100
that, figuring theyd6d spend more Stones trying to find the man behind
But | aindédt giving oapdat abaeasgetthhecpssr tcorporate cops dondt know abou
much, but |16l say this: Happily, one of my | eads points me to Sherata
thereds more info on the way.
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Ordinarily | dondét get much news about combat in the Prefectures, but
results of it, itdés pretty hard to ignore.

She was sitting in one of the common areas of t hleok;shejug hadthidamaboutt sure w
her, the kind that said her dog had just died and someone kicked it over a cliff. She was looking at something from her bag a nd

before | knew what happened, she dropped it, sobbing, and sent the contents of her bag skitte ring across the deck. She fell,

literally, to her knees and started to grab at things before they got too far away.

No one else helped her, heartless you -know -whats.

But | did, and soon we had everything back in her bag. She seemed to be traveling pretty | ight, not that that was weird in and of

itself, but when you factor in outbursts of sobbing there was definitely something else going on. | might not look it sometim es,

but | care about my fellow men and women, so | sat with her for a while and helped her compose herself.

Shedd come from Alrakis. She told me that back in March the Capellan C
interested in her neck of the woods (though she didnoét know Wwhy). | <co
Desmond Arms 0 a personal weapons supplier on the planet 0 but she needed to talk, and | needed to listen. | also knew that the

Combine already had a history on that planet but like | said, | was an ear, not a mouthpiece.

The fighting had started on the cont inent of Skopjes, and at first the native Alrakians stayed out of it. But soon they figured they

should do something, and that with their innate advantages over the invading forces (being used to the high gravity and all)

they should stand a chance at gett ing the planet back. Well, as soon the natives involved themselves they became fair game,

and before |l ong they realized they were outgunned. Before |l ong both si
recruitment was legitimate, but from the sto ry she told me, some of it was questionable. Yol
have something in it about that. Heck, maybe it does, but history isnbo
kicked the Capell ansd s etrbutyhe damdge hadalready been dore. Whénahe battle had ended, her

husband had been takenoff -pl anet for basic training and she was only just now man.
itaken care of 0 once she got herefinstrAad to getuhere, she bad to keale a lat bebirel tHertmom and

dad offered to keep an eye on their place, but they were getting on in years. All she wanted was for him to leave the militar y as

soon as he could so that they could go home.

Iprobab | 'y shoul dndédt have, but | gave her my information and told her to
Alrakis. | knew they couldndét possibly have enough money to make the t
kind of arrangement s. You just can6t hearnotawarstodosgmethingk e t hat and

Dammit, Stone. Where the hell are you?
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22 August 3135

Pittston, Sheratan, Prefecture IlI
| hate to admit it, but it might be helpful thaklam.6m nowhere near as n

If | really were Big Bad Deandra Lowe, Queen of Information, then it would be only natural for every enemy of The Republic to

be gunning for me. I f | wanted to find out who hired Jenkins,ogétdéd have
me.

But the sad truth is that most of the enemies of The Republic have no
kidnapping scheme to get me. | &dm just not i mportant enough. Anyone who

admission that is for me to make.

That 6s what | |l earned from my source here. Il 6m just not notoriofnd enou
out who nabbed me, | should be |l ooking at whdhgenerhieswit cinouf owmismrdersPeopl e i n
within our own government dare the ones most I|ikely to see any value in me as a ta
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Inbound, Marcus, Prefecture VIII

This poor Spirit Cat has an unfortunate trait for someone compelled to comb the galaxy for a place to call home. . ..
| hate space travel. | mean, | really, really , hate it.
| know that probably makes me sound like some spineless Spheroid slug, but it is better, | think, to vent about such things t o]

my monitor and my sibk ins than aloud to my fellow warriors. They know what this does to me. They know how | tremble at the
horrible thought of interplanetary transit. They know, and they watch me for weakness.

To hell with them.

| have traveled far, in spite of the fear. This i s not transit disorientation syndrome, no matter what the medical techs say. This is

a phobia ingrained into my very cells. | feel it every time the officers speak of relocating. It drives me to yearn for the s afe
haven perhaps even more than our ovKhan do es, Kerensky help me.

From the moment we board the DropShips, | feel the tremors. By the time | am strapped into the G -couch, | pray that | pass
out. The lurching, the pressure of acceleration, the thunderous roar. It is all so deafening, and the vibration always convinces
me that the multithousand -ton cocoon | have willingly climbed into, made up of far too many moving parts, is but a poorly

armored bubble of life  -giving air against the vast power of the cold, unforgiving Void.

But | am Clan. More, | am a warrior! Death does not frighten me.

| say the words. | will them with every fiber of my being. And yet, | feel the racing heart with every Kerensky -forsaken minute
we fly heavenward. And when, in the blackness of space, | feel the weightlessness o the nause ating, free -floating
weightlessness 9 | remember that Death embraces our bubble, waiting for the tiniest pin prick to suck me into her bosom, where

| will die quickly, my body lost to Eternity, forgotten, slain not in battle, but by the thankless Void.

I am accustomed to facing a deadly enemy in battle, clad in a one -ton shell of armor and weapons. Why can | not cope with
traveling aboard a bigger, thicker shell of metal that thousands trust every day in the passive depths of space?

Then comes the jump. Oh, t he jump! Words do not describe it. The images, the experience. | could take a thousand vision

quests, and not come close to the awe -inspiring, gut -wrenching revelations that come in the middle of a half -secondds
through hyperspace. Revelations lost a s soon as they come, |l eaving me to ooze |ife
again.

| hate it.

Kerensky help us all; if Wyatt was not to be our sanctuary, please let the next world be the haven we so desperately seek! |

simply cannot bear man  y more transits like this.

d Torrenz

jaunt
for

h
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25 August 3135

Free Trader Sudetenland (Marcus System), Prefecture VIII

Mi ka Hasseldorfo6s been keeping an eye on the Spirit Cat migrationsé.

Confirming earlier reports: One Union -class DropShip, bearing Spirit Cat markin gs, returned to the Marcus System at 2217

hours, Terran Standard Time, carrying military forces apparently departing from Wyatt system late last month. Observations

made by contacts in Wyatt system and acceleration analysis of inbound vessel confirm that t he DropShipds bays are
full, carrying an estimated ten BattleMechs and assorted support assets such as armored infantry. Star Captain Cox

(MechWarrior specialized in Warhammer IIC  BattleMech), apparently survived his special mission for Galax y Commander Kev

Rosse, who has requested a final briefing in person, according to intercepted and decoded transmissions.

The Spirit Cats are agitated again. My contacts dirtside of Marcus say that there is a great sense of anticipation among the

f a c t isoppditisg merchant casters, an eagerness of some kind. More buying than selling suggests a supply build -up larger
than that which preceded Cox6s departure. Analysis of pastscdlermevedys sugg
the Clansme ninsearchoftheirso -cal |l ed fisafe haven, 0 and the quantity suggests a | on

Marcus is not to be discounted. Could the entire Spirit Cats population be preparing for this next step?

At the present time, intentions ar e to follow up as soon as word from regional pickets reveals the possible destinations of the
outbound Cats. For now, Sudetenland  will remain in Marcus system for weekly download and dissemination of routine feeds.

Hasseldorf out.
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26 August 3135

JumpShip  Mercury, Prefecture 1l

Time to take control for a owlhoielsen.6tl |dooonkd tr idgoh tt hfiosr oaf tceonur i edrbuttneedbe s et |
to do it now, at | east for a few jumps. |l dve got walt.thHabssomeogei hgd
for long, and heds not big on leaving forwarding addresses, so ooncdem he

getting while the gettingds good.

| did some shopping around for jobs and found something on New Rhodes I 11. Time frameds just about
make a quick stop or two before heading there, and no one wil lrsemi nd. |
from there.
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Another entry from Mika with som e interesting bits. A courier doing double -duty? Good work if you can get it.

Well, well! This is certainly interesting news. Word is that the entire to -do about Wyatt was related to the reactivation of the
local HPG & the first one to actually, honestly, co me back online since the blackout began. Glad to see all my tax Stones were
spent wisely. Now, can anyone explain why it took so damned long?

Apparently, the activation/deactivation was what drew the Canlscalt her e.
starmaps in the whole mess. Of course, now that the world is back on the grid, everyone wants to know how it was pulled off,
and | understand the genius involved has been shuttled off somewhere safe. Word is that lots of parties (from these Spirit Cats

to some of Bannsonds croni es) ar-wizaafThatthe Catoleft®mpiyrhanded somethowtdees fon o
surprise me, though.

And guess who gets to keep watching them?

You know, Marc, sometimes | gotta tell you, observation duty is just plain dull, especially when you have to do it from the grav -

deck of a JumpShip. I f had known what this Pony Express gig was gonn
Okay, | still woulddéve taken the job. Seeing st r angandwagswflif@doingds. Meeti
boldly from one end of The Republic to the other to collect newe, mail

citizenship 0 and maybe even some  money 0 for all my time and troubles! Wheee!

Still, it gets damned dul | up here. | can do only so many laps on the G -deck and watch so many reruns of the same old pre -
blackout Republican programming before | start pining away for you and the kids and eavesdropping on local comm traffic.

Si x more months, thougbh,odahdcmpl Aiyoaover T h e y-d@proécowgse i dnppbablyobotacf ky me t o r e
Afempl oyerso will. But | doubt either the exarch or the archon can. offe

Enough of this self  -pity, though; time for m e to get back to work. Send my love to Mutter und Vater. And, of course, love to the
kids. 16l write more in a couple days.

& Mika
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Valis City, Fletcher, Prefecture IV

I dondt want to get so caught wup i n my blccommg apdtlatehemseantsh knbw the twioor get The
sets of problems are related 0l wouldnot be a target i f it wabstdldavetofrenembarithhitthé he curr ent
situationds bigger than me. As if reality would I et me forget that for

The faces of people watching the news are as dour as the expressions of the folks reading the news. The normal, peacetime

formula for a good newscast is 3 to 5 minutes of politics and crime, then health, then entertainment, then sports d start grim,

getlighter, everyone goes home happy. But now ités just war, strife, war, tu
most nights. And no onedés happy.
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01 September 3135

More from Torrenz on Marcusé.

| did not think I could stand another hour strapped into t hat G -harness, brother, waiting helplessly for the end of the journey o]
one way or another. The turbulence coming back was bad enough, but | swear that old DropShip creaks and buckles too much
for my comfort.

And what was it worth? Not hagamgurlaidngzone wasaear aa oldfactery, destroyed by the Jihad o]
another radioactive pile of wreckage claimed by the Mad Ones and their honorless quest to destroy everything they saw. Not as

bad as | remember seeing on Outreach when we went there, b ut bad nonetheless. Why do we go to dead worlds to seek our
sanctuary? Why not a world teeming with life, untouched by war? Do our estranged brethren, in their distant reservations, als o
cling to ruins like this? What point is a sanctuary others would figh t over, or one populated by the ghosts of those killed by the
ambitions of others?

My cynicism is showing again, the legacy of another transit to and fro, with nothing tangible to show for it but another cost ly
repair bill. We may be on solid ground again, but my heart still races with the thought of leaving. And because Wyatt did not pan
out, | fear that indeed may be very, very soon.
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05 September 3135

JumpsShip Swift, Prefecture IV

Getting more caught wup on events ar oun dddfgoed néwes pilbhd néws situadon.dhelgoodnewss s it 6 s
is that in the future | might not have to be spending so much time on JumpShips. The bad news is that my travel will be cut

back because The Republic looks Ilike itdlfF,bplaeeticsednt ohewaexmaylea twe
easy shuttling back and forth between them.

I shouldnét be surprised. Real |y, itds a miracle that Stone anthoRedbur
many wol ves (and Kkidgthe Steeltkind) at ®©d manhyalbors to hold them off forever. And what military power in

history has ever been able to win a four -front (or five - or six - or however many it is now) war?

I gotta get on |l and and back to wosnkakingmégioomyhi nki ng too much and itéo
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Torrenzdéds saga near Marcus continueséhe might not make it.

It is just as | feared. Our glorious | eader has once more beenldAinspir
Prefecture 1l We traveled a |l these light -years, landed on all these planets, fought all these battles, withessed all these scars of

the Jihad, experienced all these horrors of what one man can do to another 0 allto go back home!

The departure is slated for another two weeks from now , giving our supporting castes time to gather supplies and secure enough

transports for departure. There is even talk of dragooning some local DropShips and JumpShips for this move, as there are mor e

of us to move at once than our own vessels can accommoda te. | even understand that the merchant caste has opened

negotiations with a |l ocal JumpShip captain already, and some of wus may
And I just know they will call on our formation. Star Captain Cox Ludner is itching t o prove himself worthy of his new

Bl oodname, | am certain. He will surely bid for the honor to spearhead

Naturally, he will need his infantry support, and so | will have to go.

Addicks is five jumps away, the technicians tell me. Tha tis seven weeks intransit. Forty -nine days between launch and
planetfall. Space flight to the tune of 1,176 hours , between the safe, solid ground of Marcus to the reassuring soil of Addicks.
Encased for 70,560 terrifying minutes in a metal bubble surroun  ded by a cold and unforgiving void 08 numbers that all assume

nothing goes wrong.
Brother, how did | let you talk me into this?
Oh, yes. | remember now. It began when a certain sibkin of mine hadt o hear the speeches of a fAtrue wa

no less of me, brother. Just as you did, | believed then 0 and | still do now & but the time is rapidly approaching when | fear all
this travel and all these failures will divide our Clan if we cannot locate the haven in time.
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Mikacomestous wi th a variety of security briefingsé.

Prefecture VIII
Free Trader  Sudetenland  (Marcus System)

Per earlier requests received on 12 -9 of this year, JumpShip Sudetenland has remained in the Marcus System, Prefecture VIII,

for routine upload and transfer of information and personal messages in accordance with her JumpShip CommNet charter and

requests from the office on Denebola. Since last report, the Sudetenland has received roughly 600 off ~ -world communiqués from

Marcus, and relayed 450 to passing JumpShips bound for destinations elsewhere in Prefectures VI, IX, and X. Of these

transmissions, 161 have been flagged for review (including Arandom sec
Algorithm Alpha - Seven Standard.

News relays to and from Marcus S ystem have provided the local populace and surrounding worlds with a general picture of the

current state of The Republic, with special emphasis on recent incidents on Wyatt 0 the reactivation of the local HPG being a
favorite topic of discussion &8 andthesta t e of Cl an Jade Falconds incursion into Republic t
shifting of Republic resources to contain the Falcon threat, though requested modification of inbound reports per Classified

Memorandum RSN -Echo-Oscar-3135 -Gamma is re stricting public dissemination of sensitive data.

Meanwhile, a report on local Spirit Cats activity continues to indicate preparations for a move, confirmed by a request to hi re the
Sudetenland for a five -jump journey to Prefecture Ill. No midpoint stops h ave beenrequested. Sudetenland 6 s captain is s
negotiating the price for carrying two loaded military DropShips and one civilian support vessel to the destination.

Their destination appears to be Addicks, a world last known to be in pro -Republic hands. The request for additional transports

over and above those already present and claimed by Spirit Cat forces suggests a massive relocation effort, possibly a milita ry

campaign. Recommend a warning to Republic troops of potential threat.

Will attempt to det  ermine if and when Spirit Cats obtain consensus with Sudetenland captain for transit.

Hasseldorf out.
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JumpsShip Swift, Prefecture IV
House Davion? Are you  kidding me? Davion ?

Ah, hell, why not. Welcome, House Davion, to The Republic of the Sphereds fiGoing Out of Businesso sal
something in a Caselton?

At | east that gives me a really good excuse to go out to the Tygbalt ar
going to start rattling some sabers out in those parts, thereod6s |ikely something | should be 1| o0
But hey, detigdueut @4 t he moment . I f 1'dm on any planet more than a single ju
ear to the ground to see who wants that particular planet. Because ever y faction in existence wants a piece or five for

themselves.
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The Spirit Cats arrange their move.

Prefecture VIII
Free Trader  Sudetenland  (Marcus System)

Yup. It éds of f i Sudetehland Nesfar sale. Afflehspending almost three m onths in the area, acting as the floating media
outlet for this Ilittle corner of the un-isenaorlsee Roésg and tis, Spirit Cats parked belowt hat hav
us had a lot to do with it!), we have been hired for a trip to the other sid e of The Republic. To Addicks, to be more precise.

The Spirit Cats, you ask? You got it!

You know, I dm no expert, but | d6ve got to say, if | were the cdomamander
ride would not be Pony Express ships of the local government, which could be filled with informers and all (wipe that smirk off

your face, Marc! ) . But | dono6t think that even crossed these wannabe C
So, in about three days & yup, the bloody DropShips are already en route 0 w e 0 le taking on passengers for a nice long trip

across the nati on. -pbsécardfrora Berradif wg lapperatcpass by.

What really worries me, though, isndét the Cats. From what | dveesseen, i
that theyobve barely got time to worry about the rest of wus. Whaeodoworri
people are a threat, they could decide to make an interception just spac
a girl trying to make a Stone and earn a plot of land to call my own. Oh, but this line of thinking is probably worrying you, so | 611

stop for nowé.

The trip to Addicks is supposed to take us five jumps, so (assuming all goes well) it could be about th ree months before v
back in home territory again. Well, at | east wedll have company for th
Spirit Cats, see what makes them tick. Bet the Reppie reps would love to get some more insight to analyze b ack home, and they

might be persuaded to tack on a few more credits for my efforts. Who knows? Maybe | can even get a transfer off this K -F barge

on the way, <civic duties discharged and al |l thatibekwedt s punched for the bi

Time to wrap this one up and get back to work. Love to Mutter und Vater, as al ways. And to you and the Kk
write again after our next hop.

4 Mika
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MacBeth, Tybalt, Prefecture IV

| got information from my source. Good information. | dondt know who Jenkins is, but 1 6ve got a
thatdés whatds i mportant. The sad thing is, this wildl probablys be the |
funeral, which Ilikely isndét far off.

He stayedtoolong . | told him, why didndédt you quit? As soon as Levin disbande

on Senator Colsonds desk. Which i s a &nmoe.Babeforethéhadppes absasng somethihg, knows t h
of maybe redirecting his boss to more profitable ends.

So he stayed on. And things got worse, and plans were made and armies formed, and he finally realized he wanted out, but by

then he knew too much. Now, either he keeps doing his job, which becomes more reprehensible each day, or he runs, and they
come after him. They dondét have any official power in The Republic any
power . I f they want to get him, theydll get him.

Damn shame.
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If even our resident Fraidy Cat, jittery stomach and all, notices our little Mika, she really must be none too subtle.
Oliver, Prefecture VI One jump down, four to go.

And the dry heaves took only a half -hour to subside! My body must know what is ahead and is pacing itself for the long haul.
Good for me!

Our first jump out from Marcus, en route to Addicks, went off without a hitch, but for me, it has already been 10 days of dre ad
and nerves. Our DropShip is the same Union -class we took with us when we journeyed to Wyatt, and Star Ca ptain Cox has seen
to it that we all made use of the acceleration and deceleration times to train and do various physical labors. Although the

Republican JumpShip we are using 8 this Sudetenland & has its own grav decks, they are quite small. The Invader -class was
never built with Elementals in mind, after all.

That and fAoperational securityo are to be considered as well, | suppos
aboard this crew, though, for my credits, | would wager in Spheroid fashion that they are all spies.

One in particular screams fAinformero to me, Brother. She is evidasntly
Mika. Blond hair, blue  -gray eyes, Germanic accent. She looks and sounds like the stereotypical Steiners fro m any holovid you

can name. Were | more naive, | might even believe her to be a Stormhammer. But she is Republican to the core, and definitely

an informer. Even distracted as | am about the icy embrace of the yawning void that surrounds us all, | know bett er than to let

my guard down around a Spheroid female who seems entirely too eager to make acquaintance with a DropShip full of Clansmen.

Even though we have lived alongside them for 50 years now, | have always known the Spheroids to shun us for our ways, our

appearance. But this one is out -of-her-way nice for her role, almost as obnoxious as a Sp

Oh, yes. A spy for certain.

Were transports not still too rare for our Clan, | am certain we would not resort to dealing with surats like t hese for our transit
needs, and | would feel a great deal better about spending the next 32 days latched to this vessel. Even having our resident

Wat chmen | ooming over the bridge and engineering crewsd s havinglactass s
The Republic, through its very heart worlds, in a time of increasing tension and war. We leave one region threatened by the

brutal and unforgiving Falcons, and head toward another menaced by the Dragon. | suppose if Cox truly wanted to find a battle,

he could have instructed our JumpShip to take a counterclockwise route through Prefectures VII, VI, and V on our way to
Addicks, just to see if we could encounter some rogue Mariks and Liaos while we are about it.

Yes, | realize that | do an awful lot of complaining, Brother. But, of late, even you must admit that there is much to complain
about.

| miss solid ground already.

does
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MacBeth, Tybalt, Prefecture IV

| need to be getting on to New Rhodes soon, but | decided to take advantage o f an unusual gap in my schedule to actually stay

on the same planet for a few days. | managed to find a few quick, on -planet jobs to keep me busy and work up some funds, but

|l 6ve also had a little free-ftriirendtés lioddlo.i nto my senator

Sofar,it l ooks | i ke everything he said checks out. | guess thatdés good for
to believe that there are a few senators who are so far gone theat they
planni ng. I dondt know how far theyére going to go with this; all I see
would be. It looks like if | want to stick my nose into the middle of this dand is there any doubtdlheedtd 6s wha

mo ve to the other side of The Republic, to Prefecture VII, when | get a chance.
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Xerxes, New Rhodes, Prefecture IV

Usually | try not to let the swing of planetary control affect me much, but this one was too good to pass up. In apparent

fibssi ness news, 0 Bannsonds Raiders apparently got their heads handed to
and fAacquired Yoriids mining resources. He apparently didnét plrian very
Notto menti on heds striking pretty close to The Republic. Il 8dm sure he j u:
out of Dodge.

Unfortunately for him, the Spirit Cats had other ideas. Or other visions, maybe. Those wild Spirit Cats apparently had h ad a
vision that told them to go to Yorii as well. Creepy how they manage t
whatever the volcanoes didnét take down, the Spirit Cats finished off

[BEGIN TRANSMISSION]

Inanappa r ent fhostile takeovero attempt on Yorii in Prefecture X, a subsi
normally peaceful mining planet of some badly needed resources. Not long after that, a large Spirit Cats contingent was

reported, follo  wed quickly by word of the two forces clashing near a volcanic field en route to one of many mining facilities.

The ensuing conflict resulted in the remaining Bannsondés Raidems force
their haunches f  or future purposes known only to them.

Whether Bannson was operating under instructions from the Capellan Confederation is unknown, though reports indicate the
Liao - Bannson relationship may be falling on hard times.

[END TRANSMISSION]
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Xe rxes, New Rhodes, Prefecture IV
I'tds bot h & antdwoss o thandthought.

There werendt really that many peopoffee, whto lt @@kt upotSainmotvlaé se@ np &rntss, wh
anyway. Thatdés not sur pr i srofpapple eben c eapable oftadiireg omadettds & marque is quite small, and

most of those people are either too busy or too honest to take part in
The bad part is that those who have taken up Sandoval on his offer are doing it with an awful 1ot of enthusi a:
the term Ahis Gracedbs enemiesdo as broadly as possible and seizing good
their fancy. A few of them seem to act on the philosophy of seizing first and worki ng up a justification for the seizure later.

So security is increased everywhere, everyone is paranoid, and plenty of people are acting ultra - patriotic to make sure no one

ever mistakes them for one of Sandoval b6s enemies. Quite a scene.
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With all the upswing in combat, itds kinda nicéasbi sheda-OMeck ibratshiags
Despite everything that might happen on the outside, good ol & Solaris
caught my eye was a short piece about Alberto DeldJesus. 16d heard the

it. The Spectator had a little piece on him, and he just might be the latest golden boy to start clawing his way up the ladder. |

scanned the piece, O6cause you never know when youol| need information:

SEVEN, WITH ALBERTO DEJESUS

Solaran Spectator: Today wedve got seven with -Arddbcemetwth Hdbmhies Stabkes. SonAdberto,umpy

we call you Alberto?

Alberto DeJesus: | Opdefer you call me  fabulous , but Alberto is fine, too.

S.S.: The competition usually has a less -than-f ri endly name for you, and for your ©&Mech AEI
AChargemonkeyodo is warranted?

A.D.: Absolutely not. Jealousy over my brawl ing skills brings out the worst in people. Skill with a ranged weapon is easy. Skill

with 80 tons of flailing steel is not.

S.S.: What brought you to Solaris in the first place?

A.D.: How could anyone shy away from the thrill of one -on-one combat? The oppo rtunity to test yourself against other great
combatants of our time? The test of pilot and machine versus other pilots and machines? Heart, faith, and steel brought me

here, amigo.

S.S.: Some sightings place you outside Solaris VII as of late, working on yo ur own time as a gunslinger. Any truth to that? And if
so, what do you think the Lyran Alliance might have to say about that, especially in light of your Hombres House affiliation?

AD.: Theyére all true. Thereds no bett eeld, nyfriend. When tihe cgmpetition gets thin,aatruet he bat t | e

athlete must continue to test himself or herself wherever possithl e.
say. After all, | will work for them, too o for the right price.

S.S: Thereés a | ot of speculation about a possible grudge mat Neanddstieat we e n
ABuford. o Will you two be meeting in the arena anytime soon?

A.D.: Corpuz is a warrior of honor, much like | am. He loses himself in the red ha ze of combat and uses it to his advantage, but

he manages to pull himself out of it in time to take advantage of a tactical mistake his opponent might make. Setting up a

match is definitely in the works, and we are currently talking about going in weapons dead instead of weapons live. | look

forward to adding to the dents in Bufordds skull

SS.:Anal-out melee brawl, you say? Wedll definitely watch for that one,

Aipeopl eds shoulderdo move.eWBatltlyemadbeewi at ohi wguthnceremoniously took
first match?

A.D.: 1 will be wielding whatever it takes to put up a good, fair fight.
S.S.: Thanks for the seven, Alberto.
A.D.: Thank you.

NTL-AG-H AEL DI ABLO ROJOO0O NEANDERTHAL
A near maxed -out ferro -fibrous standard chassis is at the heart of this Neanderthal variation, and triple  -strength myomer helps
it get to the heart of other 06MecHhpdstoDrealeffectis i s known to employ M

Pilot:  Alberto DeJesus
Stable: Hombres Stable
Mass: 75 tons
Chassis: Standard
Power Plant: 400 LTV XL Fusion
Walking Speed: 54.0 km/h
Maximum Speed: 86.4 [97.2] km/h
Armor Type: Ferro -Fibrous
Armament: 3 M-Pods

2 PPCs

1 Guardian ECM
Manufacturer: Tactical Advantage, LLC
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Xerxes, New Rhodes, Prefecture IV
What does this mean?  What in the hell does it mean?

| candt get my head around it. | éve got a holovid of Levin defilNlercagd
get my head around it. | thisdsohappeningya nt t o bel i eve

| dondét want to be alone out here.

| dm not. Of course, | 6m not. There are others, stranded | i ke menonl eft
all sides, moving faster and faster, and we have nothing left to defend . Nothing more to work for.

| canot move.
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These |l etters to home often yield more information than my more surrep
Lindonds Folly on Styx.

Silence.

You know, ités one tdarebearingdoamon yoh with &oouple thousand tons of stomping, flashing metal,

when theyo6re savagely mowing down civvies and soldiers alike in some g
Dragono and all that rot. Aetuseditobeingunder firee especally aftee thedast fetv months, when

Sakamoto and his thugs came barreling through here.

Now the silence is just too much!

Guess we can all thank that turncoat bitch, Tormark, for that one, though. Way the rumors have it, it wasndét till she
at Saffel that the bloodletting stopped. Some folks say she and ol & Sa
force, intrue samurai o orClanner d st y |l e. | heard that she got | ucky causedjustnmiretesthefore di ed o©

she dropped on the combat zone.
Either way, seems the Dracs went into a holding pattern not soon after that. Least for now, anyway.

Oh, don6t get me wrong. The Snakes aindét given upf owmr Sadrleds (Nhew&w&kilh
ficontestingo just yet, but with their new | eader off onodaosaysomemtel t o BI
guys | bought a drink for last week 0they just ainbét showing the same tthwhendSakemowmwas bl ust e
calling the shots.

Another thing | guess we can thank the traitor for, eh?

| dm due a patrol s t, so | 6l scream at you again

Either way, Jake, hif
| 6vee amapgebé ngeedthiamg them someti me real sooné.

e
some prayers; 0

Luv, Your big sister
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More from Charisse: The one thing | didndét expect from this conflagrat
Il 6m telling you, Jake. You just woul dddwas fraggng i there! i t . | mean, I still d
Okay, so the other day, Barbarry and | drew a dawn patrol through those jungles | was telling you about, about 30 clicks nort h

of Lindondés Folly. You know, where | ast week6s muds]|l i chpudgpng?eWel, suremuc h t u
as Hades i f we didndt encounter a pair of snakes mucking about in the
Centurion and a Ghost . Both sported the familiar snake logos, but damned if the Ghost wasndt al so boasdsnBumrmyDr s

standard, too.

Now, what happened next just floors me. We spot each other at about th
the words Afresh meato floating over ome~dowineRadler, and Balbarrywihis h Wasp.Buin  my han
while one of the Dracs & the Centurion jock & did light us up with his targeting suite, his buddy in the Ghost simply executed a

stiff bow.

Only then did we notice the Centurion was stuck, mired shin  -deep in the muck and waiting for his bud to get hi s endo -steel ass

out of there. They couldndét really afford a fight any more than we cou
So, Barbarry starts wetting his pants, right. He 6 sCehturiena &hbvasghe murzle abou't
of its autocannon in our general dire ction, when suddenly the Ghost just reaches out, grasps the Centurion 6 s  gammreal

gentle -like, and pulls it down. Then 0 getthis! & the Ghost bows to us, just like a human being.

Barbarry, of course, concludes that the snakes have just about lost their min ds, and heds blabbering incoher
whol e thing, unable to decide whether we should blast &édem or get the h
manner . You know, AiStand down and cl ear the lidtheeGhestosso |ndoiveer 'woi tlh otuhte nd otirl

face - plant in the mud, and we do our best to take a real casual stroll back toward the base.

ltés just crazy. A couple weeks ago, these guys wouldbébve shot fheyst an
gotta act all civilized like.

I tell you, Jake. This war just aindét making any sense.
Luv,

Your big sister
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture IV

One piece of good news. | found one piece of good news in this disaster. The word is that som e of 8 all of? & the Davion

movement isnbét aggression. I thought they were grabbing planets for th
but apparently what theyodére doing is some version of hengfprithedaywh€o mi ng a
wedre capable of holding them on our own. Whenever that may be. | f the

God, Levin, | trusted you! | cheered your election! | supported what you did to the Senate. And now . . . you took my nation
away. You e xiled me without warning.

I dondét know if | have any trust |l eft to extend.
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This news report from Lindon6s Folly seems to corroborate Tormarkés in
Fighting Renews in Gehenna Capital Region

LI NDON® S [BtgxINews Today] o6 Heavy fighting erupted again today just outside th
the Gehenna continent. Attempting to breach the Republican defenses arrayed along the woodlands north of the city proper, the

surprisedawnassault by a combination of DCMS and Dragondés Fury tr ehoyhkattlevahe f i nal
Republican victory, however, came at tremendous cost.

il The Republican forces] held the Iine at a regibs, @4saitdomMajer sSnmohhl
Republican spokesman for the Gehenna operational field command. AHowev

and materiel. o

Donnely would not speculate as to what prompted the Combine push, though he did remind reporters that the DCMS forces on
Styx and elsewhere across Prefecture Il remain committed to reclaiming all worlds in The Republic previously held by the

Draconis Combine, citing the presence of many ethic Kuritans throughout the region as justification f or their recent invasion.
This offensive 8 launched without any official declaration of war by either side 8 comes despite the fact that the worlds of
Prefectures I, II, I, and X were all ceded willingly by then I Coordinator Hohiro Kurita in the wake of t he Word of Blake Jihad.

he rise of the breakaway faction, the Dragonds Fury, further complica
y invasion | eader, Benjamin Districtoés Warl ord Mit surzanrySsHedtovettromo, t hat
o fithe Glory of the Dragon. 0o Ho wed ledbyformer RepublicanrPeefedt Buchesw Kasaba, Tormdke Fur y

has reportedly clashed with Sakamotods forces since the invasion beg:

&~ T -

The Fury -DCMS fighting culminate  d, according to some reports, in a recent showdown on Saffel in which Sakamoto was deposed

by Duchess Tormark. It was after that battle that Tormark allegedly left Republican space, and Fury troops were seen working in
concert with DCMS regulars. According to Donnely, this change in leadership apparently had an immediate impact on the

prosecution of the Combine invasion, with the attacking forces on several contested worlds & Styxincluded & stalled for the

time being.

iSi nce uniting with ywhee&#pDhagenas}li Eed a decrease in hostilities, o Don
change is only temporary. Whether Combine -born or not, we must remember these people intend nothing less than the
complete conquest of our homelands, in the name of an emp ire that |l ong ago should have |l earned t

As the sun sets over Lindono6és Folly today, the guns have once madee gro
damage, but the tension in the air remains even as the smoke clears. How long will this lull last?

Reporting for Skye News Today, at Lindondés Folly, 1d&dm Sierra Ramirez.
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture IV

I 6m st

i1 heading to Prefecture VII. Specifically,tytseleshpragtyst i ne. I dm n
meani ngl ess, now. Letds say | find what 1 6m |l ooking for. To whomedo |
aut hority? Because | dondt have any anymor e, it seems.

God, | 6ve gotta break out onfd tnhyi sheadddss sbteielnl 1sOwidnanyisnga. | need to work

of passengers, many of them abandoned just like | was. | need to talk to them, to find out what they know. Anything to avoid
being alone with my thoughts.
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Whyrely on outside reports when you can get information from the horseos
Hidechi Welles

Lindonds Folly, Styx, Prefecture |II

Tomodachi,

| am sure that some of my more true -blooded countrymen may find moments like these an opportunity to practice their skills at
haiku, but unfortunately, as you know, my grasp of that art is limited (though | am sure | could belt out a few colorful lime ricks
that my mother taught me, if properly motivated).

Right now, however, | am not motivated.

Worry not, tomodachi .lremain commi tted to the path of honor, to ful fidilbeforg duty t
ninjo 08 duty before heart. For her, | gladly accepted this assignment, to serve as our official liaison to the truebloods of our

nation, to fight alongside them for the glory of the Dragon. | know you feel the same as I, that sense of elation and pride, as if

the moment of acceptance we have so yearned for 0 that feeling of  belonging 9 is finally near.

But alas, tomodachi , | must confess the results of these first effort s have been rather disappointing. The warriors to whom |

have been assigned are honorable and brave; a finer company | have never seen in the years since Stone left us. But to them, |
will forever be  gaijin , an outcast. To them, | will never belong .

Bah! E nough of this self -pity! You expect a report from the front lines, and so | shall give you one. Four days ago, we engaged

Republican forces here to demonstrate our will and determination, to prove that, even though the Dragon has been still, it ma y
still s trike with ferocity and honor at any moment. | dare say the Republicans learned the lesson well. Their news reports claim

we were beaten, but more of their dead littered the field than ours.

They were tenacious, though. A worthy foe that | still remember o nce calling my own, as our liege also remembers, | am

certain. | take no pleasure in seeing them fall, and | will be glad when this fighting is over. But before | digress again, | et me say
that they nonetheless failed to prevent us from breaching their lin e. Were it only so ordered, we could have pushed through to

the city beyond, and claimed the spaceport and this wretched, mud -soaked continent for the Dragon.

Sooner or later, | know that order is coming. But, tomodachi , would it be a dishonor to admit tha t | dread the day when our

liege returns and issues such a command?
Always with you,

HW

(o]
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture IV

Okay, | mi ght not be quite back to normal, but | d&dm starti meoccupiedget my
for a while. Who cares if | 6ve got no one to report to? Just finding o
Most of us here are refugees, though not all of us know what weod6re run

Federated Suns are o ur friends, others just as convinced that the Davions are going to join everyone else in the land grab. There
have also been a few dark whispers about House Davion having to deal with its own inner turmoil before it can decide what to
conquer.

That last li ne of gossip sounds like the most interesting, but also probably the subject that no one will have any real facts about.
Sstill, on a long flight, innuendob6s as good as anything.
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More from Charisse: Apparently at least one Drac has retained his sense of honor.
I dondt believe it, Ja@host!! IIl&mwawr ¢ haft istalmeHad to be the only one in th
on it. I dondt know what the hell Tormark puts in hertbeysodéhsakegr abdma

Christmas fruitcakes!

Okay, maybe that was a bit unfair. | know, for instance, what they teach us at the academies about the Dracs and their sense of
honor. Almost as bad as Clanners sometimes. They say there are those who prefer combat on the most even footing possible,

leaving the victory to the one with the most skill in battle. One -on-one dueling, face to face. No kicking below the belt. That kind

of thing.

Well, they also teach us that the entire honor thing is a myth now. The Clans and the Jihad 9 not to mention a few centuries

fighting Davies 0t aught the DCMS that you just can6t expect fair treatment fro
Combinebds overriding goal has always been to c dnrooewfdhoset Aauringthe Staesr diss ( No
ComsStar kept replaying all the time!), the instructors also teach that facing a Drac in battle is the second -worst thing that can

happen (after facing a Ca p thirdeWworst thidgifthe Waordeof i Bdda klee wehe still around, but
academic point.

| 6m get tdwnlgj eodtf, t hough. Okay, so in case the news hasnét reaeuped you
around the same place | told you that Barbarry and | ran that patrol, just north of Lindonés Folly. Well, ¢t
commander got it in his head that it was time to shake things up a little, with or without word from his higher -ups (which

Donnely swears he hasno6t gotten yet). A f uaybeanotleenctprapany of supporngieaths and t an
troopers 8 armored and otherwise & suddenly converged on our position there.

Natch, guess whoo6és on patrol at the time in her Iittle old Panther?
And this time, | didndét even have Barbarry there to back me up.

At the sigh t of the vanguard units, | opted to get the hell out of there, but | knew it was no use. P anthers j ust arend6t bui
speed. Theyodére fragging expendable firepower. Sure enough, | can see |
Snake &bremyhall, including that Ghost . Il 6m making evasi ves analttgavorthesa guys|usinge¢he al | get
woods to slow them some, but the Ghost has a top speed over twice what | can manage. Webd
and | 6m opalsluippppporu, which is already en route, but | know | &dm going to

That 6s wher e o nGhost aearides to cut mels@me slack.

I mean, it could have been just an accident, | suppose, but with the speed he was go ing, and the way he was dodging trees, |

just knew this guy was an ace of some kind. He was in the lead, his partner in a Cougar struggling to keep pace just behind him

and taking potshots whenever he could get a line of fire, which was strangely not that often.

But damned if the Ghost didndét suddenly trip. | mean, at close to 50 Kk
topping himself and giving me a momento6s br eat hiCougarrintoasprawllaathey al so send
connect. | 6ve seen a move |ike that only in cheap holovids.

| dm t ol d t hatactiomthe hGhostas ttielrl fought us |ike a pro, and even took a fair
Legionnaire . (I myself managed to cripple a couple DCMS hovers and drive b ack some Drac Toads, thank you very much.) So |

know it canét be fear of fighting thatds eating him, but theredvngj ust
it all came down to whateverds ticking ithecrdgepsat Fury guyod6s noggin just
Luv,

Your big sister
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I ntercepted this internal Kurita communique. | suppose there can be su
ISF Field Report SAST166 -DAV

To: Dispatch

From: David

| am continuing my ongoing observation of the Geis hads ronin forces, with particular attentior
representative among forces engaged on the Gehenna continent of Styx. Subject there is remarkably well indoctrinated into the

strictures of  bushido , and performs with exceptional skill durin g battle, as has proven to be the case

ronin than not. More r emar k a lgdijia birtsstatud) ot oslybeipgefcThedRepuliid, luatsd hpiling from a
combination of Davion and Rasalhaguian ancestry.

Unfortuna t el y, the subj ect 6 sbushidal appdans o haae beem too goadtHs commitment to bushido is that of an
idealist, as | noted in earlier reports on the matter. When faced with an enemy in a clearly inferior position, the subject h as held
fire and even impeded the ability of true Dragons to carry out the task. At least one known Republican remains an active

participant in local engagements as testimony to that effect.

In reviewing reports by colleagues, | have learned that all six of the Geisha 6s ronin here on Styx appear to
signs of weakness. We surmise that this is the inevitable result of their status as Republic -born gaijin . Clearly, a part of these

ronin still feel a kinship with the very warriors they have resisted for the better part of two years. Their sense of honor when

dealing with such warriors smacks of the naive manner in which the Clans have been known to do battle, creating an

unnecessary restraint and a questionable commitment to the cause of reclaiming our wo rlds.

My recommendation, as before, is to restrict the impact of these ronin on our war effort. If we must consort with these gaijin the

Gei sha has forced upon us, then perhaps there may be a way to @l ace th

enough to realize that we are not playing games with the Republicans.

Will continue observations pending further instructions. As ever, | remain but a humble servant of the Dragon.
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture IV

l'tos time otnoe niarkieensds. And this time |1 6&m not §ludsm ddim g i enwge rmytsteil fg tlo s
crew like me, too.

And thanks to the wonderful ways of men and the genetic bequests from my ancestors, getting about half of them to like me is
not that hard. Unfasten an extra button, stare at them awkwardly, blush occasionally 8 and all of the sudden your presence is
welcome just about anywhere.

The women can be a Ilittle tougher to crack, especi al | yidiot &binibb,orr t i ng wi t
both. But if | can pick the right ones 8 the ones looking to air a few gripes about their job, for instance ol 611 get in. Then
what kind of gossip | can carve out of them.
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Saw thisinthe Gehenna Gossip . Anactual t ranscr i pt of -@Mwiththe losomlfles Ghost.
ABOVE ALL, HONOR?

24 October 3135 (LINDOND Swhk®OhLYOu thought the changing face of war cou
ongoing contest for Li ndond srtciydedrdonourvBry gwr Gehennailste.aAbtutesrgnders kegpng score

may already know that, since their arrival on the scene, the armed forces of the Draconis Combine have been duking it out wit h
the hometown Republic of the Sphere forces as part of the S n a k e s 6-deeperencursion into Republican territory, with us
hapless residents caught in the crossfire 0 as always.

Well, as the more insular among you may not be aware (you know, those of you who probably are already hiding out in bomb

sheltersbuilti n case of a second Jihad), the Dracs have been much more passi v
the ice caps of Saffel a few weeks back. Apologists for the traitor Tormark are attributing this change of attitude to the Dr agonos

Fury boys and girls who signed up with the DCMS all too recently. More sensible folk are calling this merely the calm before the

storm.

Either way, judging by this intercepted comm traffic picked up during yet another recent skirmish near the Folly, it seems we Ove

got folks on both sides who still think riding around in walking avatars of steel and death somehow makes them nobler than the

rest of us poor animals. God, you just gotta love that Drac taste for bushido , eh?

[RotS Panther]: AiContact! Contact!a®vgoAtpAawpo tonéled some backup here, pronto!
[RotS Vulture]: AAffirmative, Scout Two. Heavy Lance en r outdeo Fal l back to W
[RotS Panther]: A(unpublishable)! Taking fire! Taking fir eMary$. Repeat.©Ohefull our i ncc
lance of Baker -Mary el ements firing on my position!o

[RotS Vulture]: AFall back,i megubSlcout Two. Heavy Lance ETA is 5 minutes. o

[RotS Panther]: (sounds of weapons fire, static) AFive minutlbasda? Ghosi mrilae got t
Cougar breathing down by neck, with a couple Centurions not too far behind them!o

[RotS Vulture]: ACharlie Flight is in the air, Scout Two. Cavalryo6s coming. o

several explosions)
[RotS Panther; Al d6m hit! 1 6m hit!o [RotS Vulture]: AScout Two, Heavy Lance E

[RotS Panther]: AiDang it, Alpha. My hi pés bl owwhost haansd ttahkaetn (ouuntp unbyl iPsPhCa b lled)m ( u

[RotS Vulture]: AHewv Al pha to all units. We have a 6Mech down at Waypoint Gan
Marys on siteéo

[RotS Panther]: (unintelligible)

[RotS Vulture]: AScout Two?0

[RotS Panther]: (muttering) AAII right, you (unpaghbre sdlalblmgnt Woudw.e Geteni tstav
[RotS Vulture]: AiScout Two? Respond! Heavy Lance has sensor contact with your
[RotS Panther]: (still muttering) fAWhat the hell ?0

[RotS Vulture]: AScout Two, respond! o

[RotS Panther]: Al dondt bediirr¥® it! Ag

[RotS Vulture]: AScoudBoTw

[RotS Panther]: AiHeavy Al pha, enemy unit has fallen back. My 6 Me&badst finishmer i ppl e
of f?20

There you have it folks. Crippled Republican Panther lives by virtue of a traitor in his Ghost ? Is this the code of  bushido , a rare

spark of compassion in a Drac wannabe? Or is it collusion between enemies, a game played between MechWarriors and paid for
by the blood and taxes of the people?

You decide.
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, P refecture IV

Operation fAiDon6t You Want To Be My Friendo is proceeding perfectdly. Th
the bosun are all rapidly becoming close, personal friends coehpednye | ove
first reward.

I was chatting up the navigator when the first mate (whom | dondét have
to care that | was sitting right there o civilian crews are a little more relaxed about secrecy than the mi litary is. She launched
right into the navigator.

il saw the route you planned, 0 she said. fAAre you trying to get wus kil
The navigator played it off I|like he didndét know what she was tt@haldi ng a
been looking at an old set of plans that called for passing through the Elgin jump point. And that prospect had the first mat e

scared white.
Thisoél |l bear more Il ooking into.

P.S. He o6l | never see this, but | shoul d wppgbirthdaydokousin Jonas a happy b
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Mika meetsourJump -si ck Cl anner . I just love it when things come full circleé.
Prefecture X Free Trader Sudetenland (Fomalhaut System)

Let me just start by saying, fAClanner s ar erejustteestkangesh mbsbuncoheyeti ous, Mar c.
strangely noble creatures | have ever met up close, and | think the Nova Cats have to be the weirdest of them all. At least, if

these Spirit Cat wannabes are any indicationé

Okay, now that | got that out of my syste m, maybe | should explain that a bit more, but before | do, Marc, do me a favor 0 get

the kids out of the room. This is just not a subject for young ears.

Firstly, remember that | have two jobs here and two employers to answer to. Just playing comm officer o n this Jumper is the

first, which is no biggie. The second job, however, is to forward anything of interest to the powers -that -be at Denebola, based

on the orders they give me and the captain (the only two of us on the Denebolan office payroll, as far as | know).

Well, of course the movements of the Spirit Cats got top priority once the Denebolan PTBs noticed Rosse was part of their gro up.

| dm guessing they told the capbn to agree to this rental of owatchservic
our charges, and see if we candét find out whatodés what, right?

Well, not soon after they docked, | met one of these guys. An Elemental. Had to be. He was about 2.1 meters of muscle on top

of muscle (with a side of muscle for good measure), and cover ed in weird ritual tattoos (not those Enhanced Imaging implants; |

asked). Anyway, this Ellie 0 Terrencewashisname dseemed | i ke he needed to talk. | mean, heos
never blink. | try to talk with hitlpuledtalgun onghim, Guess sbmepre gdi itintchhsiead t hou g h
the shipds full of Republican spies.

Okay. Fair enough. So, | figure 16l give him and his buddies more roo
Then, after the first jump, | notice thi s nthegav desks, everatHough some othés. Doesndt
buddies do. When he finally does, itdéds |Iike he candét get away fast eno
exercise.

Come to find out from his friends that tikikenegisyddvegotevtehe hwthto it odas &ra
landi ng, heés an absolute nervous wreck. Medications dondt takeeobhsi s mi
on a spacecraft surrounded by vacuum.

And | thought  nothing scared these guys! Wei  rd, huh?
Oh, but then comes the gross part. In the course of finding out from h
propositioned to ficoupled no fewer than a dozen times. | meadandt hese g
some of them are the fugliest things you can imagine this side of a Canopian circus.

Worse, it seems that someone decides that this is the best way to get Terrence to relax his guard, because a few days after t his,

the monstrous tattooed Ellie himself bumps int o me on the grav deck, gives out this exasperated sigh, and starts a whole

conversation wurdth,| éOkay,coupl e now and get this over with.o

| mean, what the hell was that !?

I tell you, Marc. | cané6t tell t heawlng Sufficeadsayttiheiesre cettam thyngsebiodtthi®s ut my ski n
second job of mine that | wish the Denebolan office had warned me about first!
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture IV

All right. So it turns out Elgin was lucky enough to be drafted into Prefecture X when Exarch Levin dropped his curtain or erected

his wall or whichever metaphor you want to use. Not everyone was clear on that at first 0they thought Levinbés fort
just be Prefecture X, but it looks like, by the warnings Levin s ent out, the Afortresso also includes 1
Northwind, which is safe, but out of my reach; | &dm pleased and crushed
Normally the GeminiGleam woul d stop by Elgin on this particul ary nooruer,n ebye,c abuuste tthheey
scared stiff. | asked the navigator about it. I said, fAOkay, wbhiHre not
eyes grew wide and he shook his head and he said, @ Wd~knovwebumwhdtif gdong to
and he cut me off natnd said fiWedre

What és clear is that Levinds got the means to back 0psdidsfysnycutiositg &t s. | n

nothing else.
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In my quest for entertaining reading material, | managed to coax some fine Solaris 7 publications from a passenger. He had only

some of the more independent tabloids, but those usually have the best info anyway. The issues were old, but any light readin g
is better than some of the co mbat news being disseminated lately. A particularly informative one had this in it:

AVCl JOI NS TACTI CAL ADVANTAGE I N 6MECH OFFERSO

I'n an apparent response tNeanflestiat ig¢ @ale atvdyanbadgeds Corpuz (fiBufordo pilot)

Industries (VCl), will be putting up one of their newest designs as the
the winnersin ayet -to-be announced series of battles to own the reconnaissance -oriented Night Stalker

VCl hasreportedthebasi c¢cs of this design, though not all the particulars are ava
far:

Type/Model: Night Stalker NSR-K1-M
Mass: 40 tons

Chassis: Endo Steel

Power Plant: 320 Pitban XL Fusion
Walking Speed: 86.4 km/h
Maximum Speed: 129 .6 km/h
Jump Jets:  None

Armor Type: Ferro -Fibrous
Armament:

3 Extended -Range Medium Lasers

1 Beagle Active Probe

1 Streak SRM 6

I'n addition, it | ook s -nountedecockpit design aldddeatirds s BelagberAstioe Probe and a blade fitted dire ctly

into its |l eft hand, which is likely intended to be used in ur bepait c omba
them to you.o

Wow. Win your own O6Mech. Once upon a time, you actuall y rdgacentsthadobeuy one
to |l eave you. Of course, now | 6m curious as to who might have wais this
frequenter in the near futureé.
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture IV

Ships have disappeare d. Vanished. Back on Terra, they still talk about the Bermuda Triangle, this little nothing piece of ocean

where ships keep going in and not going out. Iltés been going onsfor ce
gotabetterexplanati on than fAitdés just some weird coincidence. 0

This is much, much bigger than the Bermuda Triangle, but at | east we Kk
Thereds actual hostile intelligence in there.

Prefecture X (and itsadd  -ons)isthepoint of no return. The crews have been swapping tales
out. Theydre not seen again, not heard

om again. What happens to the
|

fr
shoul dnét keep setting a place at the table for them

That s what the crewds nervous about. Thatodés why wedre not going anywh
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Charisse Perry
Lindonds Folly, Styx, Prefecture |1

fiReports of my demise have been greatly exaggerated. o

Il 6m not sure who said Ldattowagianl bgrl yometoan author, though | 6m sur
comes from Jerome Blake.

Either way, it works for me here, Jake. By now, you may have headd the
yes, itds thearr wys Pamdat down. |1 tds even true that | took a hit in the
seem to remember that part . . . .).

Rest assured, however, that |1 6dm alive and well. And so i sbut&lipra, ¢ tho
gyro, and PPC than the medics here have had fixing my busted hip and three cracked ribs. (Whatever else they tell you about

the safety harnesses in a BattleMech, those five -point straps can save your |ife, butdThashley ar e
remain on the injured reserve for a few more days, with nothing to do but help out with admin duties and in the cafeteria, wh ile

amusing myself with the local net -drek they have here.

And guess what? The whole reasohtd®dmalal i becaosGhest $aget) mald agdine @h?sure, it

was him who started shooting at me to begin with, and it was his pul se
but when the moment came to make his killing shot 0ddondét | etwst heoh you, Donnelyds | ance was st
him, and a couple VTOLs with cluster bombs just wo nkilérslikedhe 8nakesshadkk @ wh ol
he hesitated again.

He just stood over me there for a whole 15 second s (I counted!), while his buddy in the Cougar stalked around behind him.

Maybe they were even talking about me, arguing over who makes the kill and how. Whatever it was all about, it held them in

place long enough for Heavy lance to start opening up on the ir position.

And it gets weirder, still. The other day, | dm checking out t#hendStyx N

| stumbled upon this haiku in the topic line of a general posts chat room:

fiLone Ghost stalks Panther .

Three t imes a kindred life spared.
Ronin awaits word. o
& DFRonin7

Natch, | look into it and find out that someone going by the handle of DFRonin7 has been looking to talk to some Republicans

via the Styx Nets. | f thatodés from ouhofughendvhptneioghbohleopdsGhbdsy waak
answering him be, Iike, consorting with the enemy? | 6d ask the smrgean
a Draco -sympathizer.

|l dm so confused, Jake. Right a bwmaonBeneosonwitliyowandsMolly.l was back h
Luv,

Your big sister



3135 PDA: Deandra Lowe

09 November 3135

JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture V

Got a story from the first mate. Hereds how it goes.
The JumpShip Starrunner had heard the warnings. They had no intention of going anywhere they werendt supposed to.
were at Dieron, which on any map |l ooks |like ités practiyeashbwayfromibuc hi ng

which gives them plenty of room to maneuver.

But thereds trouble. The dnibptdiessonsecqgrtaveriefdrThe Republitdronttime to time (never

mind how | know that), and in this instance they happened to be sheltering a fugitive from the Draconis Combine. So some

Combine ships start putting pressure on them, hemming them in, and the Starrunner gets word that anywhere they jump has
Combine ships waiting for them.

Anywhere but one. Altair. So they figure, wedre on Republic business,
And maybe The Republic folks did. But not a word about any of the hands aboard has made it out of Prefecture X since. Not a
trace. The ship couldnét have been more thoroughly removed if it had

Prefecture X.
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I wonder what Marc woul diprhiferksaboal Mokhaast o? Ah, the intricacies of

Mika Hasseldorf
Prefecture 11l
Free Trader  Sudetenland (Quentin System)

Per priority requests received on 1 October of this year, | havelimg wor ke
on board the free trader Sudetenland since our departure from Marcus System (Prefecture VIII) on 7 August. In that time, |

have focused my efforts on one Cat in particular, a nervous male of apparent trueborn Elemental breeding and distinguished

ma rkings of the Purifiers subgroup. Known simply as Terrenz (no Bloodname, preferred battlesuit is Gnome). Apparently afflicted

with severe space flight phobias, the mark seemed reasonable enough, too distracted by his own predicament to maintain any

guard a gainst casual inquiry.

Initial contacts were less than encouraging, but over the next two jumps, his resistance wore down. Supplemental inquiries an d
interest expressed t o dJwhosewilirgiess toprowde iaformatiom sn their comrade was d irectly proportional
to the amount of information they refused to share about their current objectives 0 eventually led to greater understanding of

the subject and eventual contact during the recharge at Fomalhaut (Prefecture X).

Intimate contact & while initi ally quite unpleasant & proved a catalyst to reaching the subject, who eventually discussed at length

the Spirit Cat beliefs in the hopes of expressing how he came t®ejoin
It appears, however, that t he |l ast few years spent in search of their Asafe haveno
to his extreme transit phobias and violent TDS condition, which make all the moving around extremely distressing. Subject now

dwells on what he considers t o be a string of Adead ends. 0

It appears the move to Addicks on the part of this crew is to secure a foothold there in anticipation of the arrival of addit ional

Spirit Cat forces, including those of Kev Rosse himself. The move is in response to the latest fii nspirationo received
during his |lieutenantds mission to Wyatt. Evidently, this Avi sdnofndo cal
an unspecified event. The nature of this event is unknown to Terrenz, who continues to rega rd me with intense suspicion,

despite over a week of close contact.

At present, intentions are to continue focusing on Terrenz for additional information on Spirit Cat objectives, motives, and

methods via casual contact for the remainder of the jump travel to Addicks. Afterward, it is my intention to sever all contact with
this Spirit Cat and return to my duty post in Prefecture VIII, pending additional instruction.

Hasseldorf out.
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Charisse finally gets to speak to her ronin.

***CharlyP ha s joined the server [Timestamp: 04:17 -31351112 GST]
***CharlyP sets mode to +private, +secure, +encryptAAB11G, +invite -only
+[Auto -Message: ModBot Moderation Disabled. Private Channel Secure -Mode Engaged. Encryption Code AAB11G Active.

Channel is Invite -Only.]: - ModBot2029T8H
**DFRonin7 has been invited to channel
**DFRonin7 has joined channel

+Wel |, here we areé.
:-CharlyP

+Indeed.
:-DFRonin7

+Look, don't play the strong, silent type with me in here. You know either one of our COs would hang us for even having this
little chat.
:-CharlyP

+Or worse, | am certain.
:-DFRonin7

+So, want to tell me what it is with you? | mean, | have no complaints about having my life spared three times in battle, but

when it's by the same enemy, | start to wonder if we've me t sometime before, or if you're just tormenting me for some sick

reason, and | just don't get the joke.

:-CharlyP

+l assure you that it is no joke. Though | am impressed that you have noticed my efforts. | can tell you with no dishonor tha tl
do not knowy ou personally. You do not owe your life to some past friendship between us.

:-DFRonin7

+Then, to what, dare | ask?
:-CharlyP

+To honor, of course. Contrary to what you may have heard of us, we are not heartless traitors and murderers.
:-DFRonin7

+By "us,” do | presume you mean the Dragon's Fury, or the Combine as a whole?
:-CharlyP

+Yes.; -)
:-DFRonin7

+Oh, very cute!
:-CharlyP

+Apologies, CharlyP. | DO mean the Fury first and foremost, but my countrymen in the Combine are likewise not the heartless
killers your press and government claim us to be.
:-DFRonin7

+Forgive me if that's a bit hard to swallow while you're invading The Republic. It also doesn't answer my question. Why spare
me?
:-CharlyP

+Honor. You were at an unfair disadvantage in every encounter we have had. Between the inferiority of your BattleMech and
your lack of support, | could not bring myself to deliver a killing blow.
:-DFRonin7

+Yet you did so against other Republican troops without any difficulties.
:-CharlyP

+Only on an even footing. O nly where skill determined the victor. | take no pleasure in killing my once -countrymen.
:-DFRonin7
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+Then why do it?
:-CharlyP

+Duty before heart. It is the way of the Dragon.
:-DFRonin7

+But you are not of the Dragon, if you are of the Fury. You and the o thers like you follow Tormark, one of us.
:-CharlyP

+A traitor, in your eyes? Perhaps, and very true. But our liege has awakened us to a future we could not have had in the
Republic. Duty demands no less than to follow.
:-DFRonin7

+Duty then also demands t hat we kill each other. My duty to the Republic is to defend her and her citizens against those who
mean her harm. Yet you, knowing this, did not kill me. Why?
:-CharlyP

+Duty does not always demand death. But if you wish, we may meet again on the field, w ith no quarter asked or given. | will
honor the request of a fellow warrior, though | wish it would not be so.
:-DFRonin7

+Nor would I, Ronin.

:-CharlyP

+Then let us leave the future to itself, my honorable foe, and acknowledge ourselves as warriors divide d only by karma. In the
meantime, it has been a long while since | have conversed with another as an equal. | would like to continue, with your

willingness?

:-DFRonin7

+| think | would like that.
:-CharlyP



3135 PDA: Deandra Lowe

17 November 3135

Hand of Starling chips in on the Bounty Hunter, who seems have reappeared under the aegis of Katana Tormark.
[Text excerpt from  The Bounty Hunter: Piercing the Legend , The Atreus Post, 27 July 3060]

[Begin Excerpt]

Who was the Bounty Hunter?

That question has perplexed many for well over a century. The lack of few hard facts has generated almost as many theories as
there are individuals looking for answers.

No reputable researcher believes that there has been only one Bounty Hunter. After all, such a person would have had to have

been mor e than 110 years old at the time of his disappearance in 3051 0 impossible, based on the tri  -vid that does exist of the
Bounty Hunter climbing out of his Mad Cat in 3050. But that begs the question of who these Bounty Hunters were, and how they
came into pos session of the signature suit they have all worn.

The most common theory is that the identity was passed down through a family of MechWatrriors. At the height of the Third

Succession War, when the Bounty Hunter first surfaced, the ranks of the Dispossessed far outhumbered those who still had
Battl eMechs. Any MechWarrior unfortunate enough to be Dispossessed wou
partly why the profession of bounty hunter become so common during that time. Many have deduced that only a Dispossessed

MechWarrior could hunt others with the detached vitriol evinced by the Bounty Hunter.

On the other hand, the Bounty Hunter didndédt show this bloodthirakey nat
thischangeona fiper sonal i & wherstheiold Boariy Hunter retired and a new individual took his place.

Innumerable individuals have come forward through the years, either claiming to have been the Bounty Hunter or to know who
he was. Unsurprisingly, none of those cl aims has ever been proved, though some appear to have led researchers closer to the
truth. Though none ever came to fruition, some did produce a few corpses with indeterminate causes of death.

[End Excerpt]
Actually, that would be 194 nowadays. Take that , first Star League and your average human lifespan of 108 years.

But seriously, folks, the Bounty Hunter is back in the flesh and apparently working for Katana Tormark (though he seems to pu I

di sappearing acts better than old Temimy: nNowwhkéésfhhké). n€owuheés accor
first appeared on Harr ow6sonSufnor wsintahk eesn otuog hmahkaee eHanse fAThe Great Satan
his grave. Then suddenly heds o aftersi pemling yéars gubbing theg noes in their loven blsod?a k e s
Doesndt jive.

But thatdéds not really what | want to talk about. What | want tide.tal k a
Doesndt it strike anyone as thdsd Bourtlydtntees tome and goaml warkefan justiabautesery faction
under the sun (except maybe the Clanséhi @motevend Housegntelligencesagengys ) phaand yet

been able to track him down? Rip off that mask he probably wears to bed? And heds in broad daylight? Foc
Dancing Joker, possibly the greatest assassin the human race has ever
snakesd6 I SF from sniffing him out and hanging his head at the city gat
I f you ask me, hetime helpoHousd itelligence Bgemry, interstellar corp Opick one. But just ask y«
got the most to gain from having a | oose cannon |ike that I|ying around

| know where my Stones are laid.

& Hand of Starling
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture VI

My Augustine friends are almost as good at pumping people for info as | am. Whenever we hook up with other JumpShips to
exchange passengers, they scour any and all newcomers for news of Augustine. Then, like good little boys and girls, they pass
the news on to me.

I was expecting word of increased militarization, but it | ook&s lliklkeRi
calling a Liao sane.) Heds a dooseaddlpysonieiwdrtene @dtrictipns ohstitttéd dy LevinaReduted
tariffs and taxes. Done everything but skip through the streets of the capital passing out daisies. He wants the people to lo ve

him, but what he plans to do with that love when he gets iti s anybodyds guess.
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Towne Log

+So what has anyone heard about this FORTRESS REPUBLIC.
:-WetWillie

+You mean CHICKENLITTLE REPUBLIC?

:-Draco041

+Soébeen hearing some disturbing stuff. After | datigmreportipdstadi! | nt er st el |
managed to dig up some other info as well. Seems that JumpShips headin
coming back.

:-WetWillie

+Wow, not a conspiracy theory? Just a statement of info youbve found?
:-Chungabunga

+Oh, |l 6ve got several theories, but 1 &dm trying to reform.

:-WetWillie

+Right é.

:-Chungabunga

+Well, | appear to be the new guy around here, so |6l bite. How do yo
a change of route? Could be pirates (I mean, with everything going on, dondét doubt
that), or could be a blown helium seal leaving them stranded, or at the very least well off schedule. | could think of severa | other

reasons for why it mighta  ppear JumpShips are not coming back out. Unless you got some more information than that.
:-jetjet77

+0h, I like him. You can stick around, jj77.

:-Chungabunga

+0h, | thought of all those as well, but when it comes through several different reports, includi ng an advisory to all Clan Sea

Fox khanates that fAuntil further notice, all movement through Prefectu
hard to ignore.

:-WetWillie

+The Foxes are not as inscrutabl e as taface@alu€ aheystend tb think ot longitermd atich 6t t ake t h
that may simply be part of a brokered deal that has nothing to do with all the vanishing Republic troops.
:-Draco041

+Dracods got a point.
:-jetjet77

+Oh, | know. But when worlds like Hsien are crawling with more Republic troops than a Capell anb:
vani sh and wedbve heard nothing about a new offensive against any House
and now thiséhas to make you wonder.

:-WetWillie

+ Ah, t hteercengpsacy theories | know and love from WW.

:-Chungabunga

+Now whoots trolling? Honestly, doesndét |l ook |ike a conspiracy theory a
report does make me wonder, combined with everything else. Come on! Foxes donét care one wit for anyt
them, and that includes going across any borders and asking permission
side to make any belly aching go away. So for even the Foxes to be avoiding PXé

:-XSOkay

+Exactly. All |l &m saying is itos starting to | ook pretty weir@l Especi
mean if youobve got a battlesat or a small fleet to | ob apoemesy bHhbedeb
reason that even the Houses at the height of their power couldnoét real
objective raids.

:-WetWillie

+Space stations do not grow on trees, and there is no way The Republic has the navy to t ry such a blockading tact

sure they had it before the blackout, much less years of heavy fighting.
:-Draco041
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+Exactly. Just what | édm saying. So whatdés going on? |Is it realldd happe
up.

:-WetWillie

+ éif nobody gonna respond back can we move on. i hear G2G might relea
soundtrack.

;- SteelFist17

+Sighéyou ever get tired of talking about them, 177?
:-WetWillie

+hey just didnét wartadtis®&adhat to go d
.- SteelFist17

+About |like you and youdre conspiracy theories, WW?
:-Draco041

+Touché.
:-WetWillie

+Wowédid anyone f dimdcontinuen hanpfar@a moment? Did WW and Draco actually not only agree, but then pass
friendly shots?
:-Chungabun ga

+ Careful of the trolling, CB.
:-ModR8R13431

+,-) Sorryé
:-Chungabunga
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture VI

Pissing people off d the true sign of success. We picked up a new person at our last stop, a guy hamed Jefferson on his way back

to Augustine. He knows Lyman, one of my new friends, so heds been hang
been there as | 6ve been asking my questions, and heod6s taken offense. T
aboutthe pl anet | é&m relocating to, but that doesnd6t sway him.

Heb6s obvious]!| yohneodts a osopouonksubtl e for that. He defends Riktofven every
loud about it and would give people who oppose the fearless leader a chance to keep talking and eventually hang themselves.

But Jeffersonds having none of it. | candét budge him. Now | halv@&mto wo

too charming for that.
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Janis Nova Cat,

| have no desire to creat e, much less send, this communiqué. And yet | find | am honor bound to do so, before your words

become actions you cannot revoke. As the Sudetenland is currently recharging its jump drive and there are still weeks before we
make landfall on Addicks, | have made the time.
| have long watched you. Your actions within the Purifiers have been laudable, and a credit to the true -blood that flows in your

veins. Actions, however, are not enough.

There is a Spheroid saying: iActi ons ybeeacadhamoogute duplicitous Spheroids, bulinthed That ma
Clans we are raised from decanting to follow orders. If, however, we feel that those orders are weak or dishonorable, we take

instant action to right them through our Trials. The Clan version of that saying is fAWords speak |l ouder thar
actions can all too often be assumed. It is our words, then, that <can
Despite several failed Trials of Grievance, through which your actions speak of support for Kev Rosse, your words continue to

decry his visions. You were not coerced into following Galaxy Commander Rosse, nor are you coerced at this time. Any who no

longer believe in the Spirit Cats are free to return to their Nova Cat enclave of origin. In fact, | a m confident any Nova Cat

enclave, anywhere within The Republic, would accept you with open arms 8 your skills and blood a boon and honor.

And so, under such circumstances, | cannot understand your continued belligerence. Either you believe, or you are free t 0go

your way. Others have, and you know full well no retribution has followed their departure. So what keeps you wedded to our
cause?

Do you have another way? It is all too easy to lash out with words, and yet have no solution. To lead you must have a vis ion. Do
you strike with charged PPCs, but with no plan of attack? Or do you follow the calls | have heard from some quarters, saying

that our time in exile is done and it is time for a return to the shores of our ancestors 0 to become Nova Cats once more in word
and deed?

You are a ristar for a reason; your skills on the field make you a valuable asset and potential icon for future generations. But will
that reason turn to a purpose in safeguarding our future? Or to tear it down?

Think on such things as you t ry to find your own visions and the path forward.

Star Colonel Rikkard
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture VI

Jefferson is completely i mmune to my char ms. Heds a pretty ®@®nlttktgant gu
thinly di sgui sed groveling. But heés having none of it. No matter what |
times.

Al t hough 16d I|Iike to say ités not me, | &dm pretty sure it is. 6And itos
somet hing about me that has really put his guard up. | need tedtdi nd ou
find some other way.

Luckily, my good friend the purser has access to every single cabin on this ship. She would never kno wingly give such access to

me , but what she doesnoét know wonot hur't her .
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A little xenoparanoia from Hand of Starling:

Okay, people, time for another blog.

My two compatriots dondét seem to want to sprendemudt itaibee .o Whtyhi so,h,b uath
el se worried about this? |tds the coming apocal ypse, I tell ya, and no
Al t hough the media appears to be ignoring it, |l 6ve got some itnlsatdées peo
saying something, O6cause this stuff is |locked up tighter than Danai 6s

So, HarJel. Everybody and their dog know what it is: sticky, gooey black stuff that Clan Sea Fox has a lock on tighter than a

Lyran fis taround ac -bill. Helps to turn Clan battle armor troopers 0 their Elementals 0 into supersoldiers: stops up wounds, helps

to seal rends in armor, you get the vid. ltés also used on Clan War Shi
Solaris V |l got the idea for BattleMech HarJel a couple of decades back. Sure, they made it work, but come on, how many

battles really happen underwater? | tell ya, not enough. So the expens
remains ahotnumber f or the insanely rich noble brat to install on his family?d

their private museum.

Then out of the blue, we get the HarJel Il Auto -Repair System, supposedly fully developed in some dark Republic lab and

currently deploying with elite Republic troops. You cand6t seriouWaly buy
II. The HJIIARS is revolutionary o0light-years ahead of HarJdJel. From what | can dig uen it
the fly.

On the fly!

People, do you understand what that means? Can you say Al?!

Anybody remember something called the First Star League? When two centuries of peace and all the efforts of humanity resulted

in the semi -autonomous Al Caspar drones. Thos e computers were also able to enact repairs. And yet that took the combined

might of the best and brightest of humanity, except it was enacted only on a WarShip -sized scale. And wedve not
since. Sure, the toasters dabbled and came up with some u nigue surprises, but theirs were evolutionary movements. Got no

problems with that.

This?! This is something totally different. Self -repairing 6Mechs?! Come on, people. Wake up anc
think The Republic cooked this up? No way; this is something else. This is Al , if not nanot
anywhere in the Inner Sphere, people. The technologyds just too far, t

Only one word for it, people. One word. Aliens!

1611 fill vy o extlkdogWwithhow aliens haweyinfilinated our society from top to bottom and are making us dependent on
their technology; you wait, people, this ARepublico tech is gonfnla star
told ya so. oend\thal wilibathe Achdles heel to topple humanity in our gravest hour!

See ya next time.

& Hand of Starling
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture VI
Now it starts to become clearer.

I got into Jeffersonds cabi n alectoniddat is gretyeell lockethupabgti stligfaundldit & thing or
two.

First of all, though heb6s not a spook (as far as | know) , he uisaed to b
devotion to the man. He was pretty low level & not much more than a clerk 8 but still, he was on the inside. And even the lowest

people on the inside usually know a thing or two that people on the ou
Second, heds not only ignoring me. He wrote my namey acwse nftimhreal f ake nan
one) on a piece of paper, with a question mark after it. | i magihade he
identites 61 di dndét have time to genéd&rbaitte ia 6rse mose to nef updiperhsaf dedndWi f hnd a
But maybe he did, and that could explain his distance from me. Heobos di
me.

Heds right. He shouldnét.
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My Dearest Frederick,

| was pleased to receive your miss ive. Though we met only briefly during the funeral, | felt an instant connection. As though a

lost uncle had come home. Although | am most certain this will seem like unneeded flattery, it is nevertheless the truth of t he

matter.

As for welcoming you into our home, I dm sure | speak for Phillip when | say we woul

compare to the grandeur and wonders of Terra, but it is our home and you are welcome.

I dm sorry to say that EIlis is vi s ristopharg oraan alrmostsdcadenp(a@beitnaushn o v edeserweld)i | e Ch

holiday. He cannot get enough of skiing and is visiting steevlatal worl ds
challenge. | was loath to allow such a dangerous trip, but Phillip persuad ed me otherwise. | have predicted, however, that he will

get something more than a broken thigh bone and frost bite! | informed him in no uncertain terms that he was to take every

opportunity to delve into the rich tapestry of League culture. It appears to be working, as | just received a vidcard from the

Musée National des Beaux -arts du Tamarind in Padaron City on Tamarind. What amazing art! It also contained a note that he
was attempting to pick up falconry. Talk about decadent!

And, of course, | will pas s on your warmest wishes to Nikol. Please pass on my own regards to your brother, Paladin Thaddeus.
| pray that we all find a better year than we left behind.

Jessica
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture VII

Webre finally getustinndgs hcd wlsde teo tAuggre in a | ittle over a week. | alread
when | got to Augustine, and Jeffersonbés only sharpened my susppdmei ons.
of my other Augustinian friends, and a few |little pieces of information have been drib
he naturally wants to stay in the good graces of the current power structure. He really admires Riktofven as much as he claim S

to. He sniffs out hints of treason like a pig sniffs out truffles 0heds just drawn to the smell, and he ca

when he thinks hedés found something.

I think thatdés why heds avoiding me. He worries about tr eeatsestenchohnd he
sedition on him. Which means he has reason to think poorly of me, prob
staff portrayed me as Very Bad News. Which also means Riktofpuises@@ knows
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SOLARAN SPECTATOR

Todd Tells All

I'f | hear the words fAholistic sliced or fAmicrocosmd one more time, |6n
desperate to pander ourselves to the masses that Solarans have lost the a bility to define ourselves beyon
viewpoint?

Sincethatlong -ago Phoeni x Hawk stamped across Grayland and | aid waste to Def
tumultuous, fast -paced | ifestyle, where | if edasimportagtthangood arrdor ay thelatestv&pon.AAndmo r

it stands to reason that where you find such |ifestyles and t hgthewast s
fingers into the pot. Solaris City is the very definition of the word | refuse to write one more time. Cosmopolitan to the extreme,

you can practically draw a map of the Inner Sphere based on the territories claimed by this faction or that, on the mean stre ets

of our beloved city. And dondt ongghge that comesalongwithiital.n t he pol i ti cal b

And yet thatdéds just fine by me. Solaris City is the only city in the |
at mosphere that tweaks a visitordéds tongue with endbeds. pdessebhbhbdli mheset
walking down Sunnyside Drive 0 by All -Saints Cathedral 8 in the Black Hills, or cruising along Sadd Al Barani Street and the Marik

Tower in Montenegro, or daring the slums of The Maze in Cathay, and even out into the suburbs of P eriphery -tinged Xolara and
beyond: | tés all Solaris City. And wedre Solarans.

Yet it is this very cosmopolitan atmosphere that hangs like a yoke around our necks. When the fabric of the Inner Sphere begi ns

to unravel, all too often Solarans begin to unrave | as well, as if a sirenbés song from beyond g
disaster. During the FedCom Civil War and the Jihad, rioting and wars gripped our world. And now, as The Republic finishes

tearing itself apart and the sorry remnant licks its wou nds and throws up a wall to hide itself from the hundreds of worlds that

are now cast adrift by their | eadero6s incompetence, rioting erupted at
Must we continue to reflect the chaos and stupidity of the Inner Sphere? Must we continue to adhere to the chains of false

loyalties that have done nothing for us? We are Solarans! We do not go begging. The universe comes to us!

Please, for the love of all we hold sacred, remember what it means to be Solaran. Remember that the universe can likely shake
itself apart without our help.
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JumpShip Gemini Gleam, Prefecture VII

|l 6ve been spending more time in my cabin, c¢claiming |I6ve got to get r ®s
launchintoaj ob search when we make planetfall. I'n truth, | 6ve been dalki ng s
my bugs and microphones, my sidearm 0 while checking out every piece of information | can find about the capital city of

Hyppo 0 street guides, whe r e government centers are, where | can stay, etc. Thered.
but | need to know this place pretty well before | |l and, becaulme there

order.
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House Liao responds to accusations of breaking the Ares Convention. Picked this up from a trader who had just come up from
what used to be Prefecture IV. He said that the Capellans are pumping the message out as fast as they can, trying to get it

spreadacr oss all the planets in the area, especially those theyodve taken
Republic was created. Not sure if therebds anything to it, butpeopte st il l
think of them. The face manis Jiang  -jun Sun Bin, assistant director of the Zang shu sheng, the Capellan Department of

Propaganda. The speech was originally in Mandarin, but has since been translated into half a dozen languages.
[static, opening up to a hard -faced Jiang -jun behind a podium with the seal of House Liao on it]

Greetings. As you well know, the Inner Sphere has become a troubled area in the last several decades. With the resurgence of

the Capellan Confederation and the resumption of governmental responsi bilities on several planets within the Capellan sphere of
influence, we of the Capellan Confederation have become the target of hatred and fear from other nations of the Inner Sphere.

These feelings have gone so far as to cause some persons to accuse the C apellan Confederation of horrible acts, acts in breech

of the Ares Convention, acts that the Capellan Confederation would never sink to perpetrating. The honored chancellor, and

through him the entirety of the Capellan Confederation, soundly denies these c laims as the ravings of fear and madness. The
Capellan Confederation likewise denies claims that we have invaded another sovereign state of the Inner Sphere. Because The

Republic of the Sphere has seen fit to throw hundreds of worlds to the winds, leaving them without any protection against

marauding pirates or the depredations of other, more aggressive, nations, the Capellan Confederation has stepped in to fill t he
void and protect those worlds. Although there has been some combat upon these worlds, it has only been attempts by the

Capellan armed forces to quell incidents of civic disturbance or to fight off invading forces. Because the brief combat on Ac amar
has become a rallying cry for those attempting to vilify the glorious Capellan Confederation, we ha ve brought in independent
observers from the Taurian Concordat to demonstrate that all portions of the Ares Convention have been observed. The full tex t
of that report will follow this press conference, but suffice it to say they found no indications of an y violations of the Ares
Convention, and that the so -called nuclear weapon was caused by raiders concentrating fire on a damaged BattleMech to such a

degree that the containment around its power plant failed and the reactor detonated. No radiation poisonin g has been found on
Acamar, and all other indications point to nothing more than unnecessary brutality on the part of the raiders. The Capellan

Confederation vows to continue to offer safety and succor to those systems who request our assistance, and we wi Il continue to
uphold the high standards of our forefathers. Glory to House Liao! Glory to the Capellan Confederation! That is all.

[end speech]

The Taurian report that followed was nearly 200 pages of scientific mumbo jumbo prefaced with two pages of bowi ng and

scraping to the fAhonored Capellan Confederation.o |tds pretty obinious
their pocket. |l dm actually most amused by the reference to thep&epubli
are just extending their sheltering arms to hold and protect only thos

primus.



3135 PDA: Deandra Lowe

16 December 3135

Hyppo, Augustine, Prefecture VII

Got on the ground yesterday. Had to do all the normal customs stuff, which was particularly nerve -wracking because my

experience with Jefferson made me think theyod6d be on the | ookout for n

means | 6m clear or they thought they coul dmelater,p me on the planet and t
e |l ooked at every picture of edvopoyJlJ®nkionsvemhatatibes

6t cmebd muaol,
I

n
0 be a Ilittle

I v
the kind you put on your permanent staff. Just means he
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Rumor has it that the Rasalhague Dominion has struck into what used to be Prefecture | in an effort to restore order and protect
the sovereignty of The Republic, but we all know how rumor goes. | managed to get a hold of the transcript to a pretty

interestinginter vi ew with a Rasal hague Dominion soldier on Baxter. Ités an opp
claiming theydére up to. Of course, everyone knows that what someone cl
completely different things, an d the fact that the soldier being interviewed doesnét |

weight that his words are likely to carry.

Arianna Worthing: Hel l o, my name is Arianna Worthing, and I d&m here todthay with
the Rasalhague Dominion forces that have begun occupying Baxter.

Erasmus Bear: Arianna Worthing, | would like to point out that the presence of the forces of the Rasalhague Dominion are not
a sign of occupation.

AW: What would you call it, then, when a rmed forces of the Rasalhague Dominion occup 8 presence 0 stand guard over critical
points across the planet, after having fought off the military forces previously occupying the planet?

EB: The Rasalhague Dominion is not interested in conquest, as are the so -call ed AGreat Houseso of the | nn
crusaders among the Clans. The Dominion Expeditionary Force is interested only in restoring order to those regions where The
Republic of the Sphere has been unable to do so.

AW: What about the battle that you and your fellow Rasalhaguians fought upon landing? The splinter group previously holding
Baxter might not have been the rightful rulers of Baxter, but they were keeping things in line.

EB: Groups such as the Dragon6s Fury, Saenottdirgmore than agantsaf claosoThaydoanatme r
represent |l egitimate governments any more than the mercenary companies
Rasal hague Dominion feels a duty toward t he ueadtdrelraduiyricaupheldtheicauseofe ns of Th
order until The Republic of the Sphere recovers its strength and returns.

AW: So, youbre saying that i f and when the Republic Armed Forces return
a fight?

EB: Why should we not, Arianna Worthing? Our argument is not with The Republic of the Sphere, it is with those who seek to
upset the natural order and bring death and destruction to innocents across the Inner Sphere.

AW: Wel | , thatdés cert aim Emsmas;thmoklyduéor ysue time.i me
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Hyppo, Augustine, Prefecture VII

Got an official visitor, which is good and bad. Good, because it means
because it means my alias is probably no longer worth a hill of beans.

The woman said she was a fAspeci al agent, 0 but didnoét identify herself
Ri ktofven. She didno6t put on any show |ike she was tryiinng, ttoolhde | me med d
noticed peering into the workings of Riktofvends staff, and tthndto it mi

the point 8 | l ove doing business with people Iike that. Daotowgh.6t mean | dm go
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I couldnoét believe it when | picked up on this. 0 &ftermbottledrtwengshe actually
confirmed the story. Hereds the transcript that | or i gdimandlladdedpvhat ked wup
| got from Captain Ford to complete it.

Capt. Wil l a #fHo Bege&comingimfrom point eight -five, Frankie. A heavy, probably a Mac
getting.

Maj . Francis fAFrankGed AndeHsppernl!| yeférrieertchlei eos in the area, so | etos
nort and try to get some shots in from there. Cr ash;boyyouwsticgwithme. ound t h

TAG gem and bag O6em.

Hopper: Roger.

Lt. Christina bért€r ¥m bobit, Hoss.

Lt. Dani el -bfoDanfFyohkeaTAGed kitty, comind right wup.

Frankie: Watch it, Crash; keep those jumps |l ow. We don6t want the bandit t
Crash: Sorry, boss. In position.

Hopper: Ready here, Frankie.

Frankie: Base One, this is Sigma lance, engaging enemy BattleMech, suspected Mad Cat.

Base One: Good hunting, Sigma lance.

Frankie: Enemy ©6Mech coming into ambush -bogne now. Hit 6em, Danny

Danny -boy: Woo! Popped a shot at me, but Hleiddsn 6TtA Gevde,n bsuctr antec hd ome6t | ook qui t
the racks look different.

Frankie: Shoul d stil/l be a pushover for a full Il ance. Crash, Hopper, get 0
Crash: Roger. [Static from jump -jet heat wash] Damn it! Missile launch, SRMs incoming, AMS tracking dgot ©Oem.

Hopper: [jump -jet static] Rear -mounted missiles 6i t 6s a Mar k |V, FoBankie, dondt enga

Frankie: SRMs i ncoming, itds bringing up its |lasers. [sounds ald missile in
[expl osions, Major Andersonds feed cl oses]

Danny -boy: By Terraédid you see that? The bastard took out Frankie in one

sure what it was.

Crash: AMS resetéletbds see this bashdtagad. try that stupid rear

Hopper: Di sengage, Crash. I f he can take out a Catapult in one shot, our
Crash: Li ke hell, Hopper. Frankie didndét even get a chance to eject; this
Danny -boy: Listentoher,C r ash. Hopperds got more reason to hate the bastard than

sheds ordiagnmt i t éCrash is engaging, Hopper.

Hopper: | see it, get her some support, Danny -boy.

Danny -boy: Roger.

Crash: [jump -jet static] Get some! Basta rdés turnidhfeapboedons, a scream, Lieutenant Robe

Hopper:  Christ! The Mad Cat just iced Crash. Another one -shot with whatever the hell that weapon
of that landing.

Danny -boy: What now, boss?

Hopper: Damn it ét hof-abisoboh just fragged Frankie and Crash. I want bl ood. [
shot or two off. Keep moving, though, and watch out for those rear -mounted SRMs.
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Danny -boy: You gotit, Hopper. Ready when you are.

Hopp er: [jump -j et static] Go, 0 Wwhatd[soynds oHa hard landimg] Nice shooting, Danny -boyéaced that wear
of his in one shot!

Danny -boy: | di dnét even hit him, Willa. Looked |Iike he tried to take a sh
Hopper: Thast 6al | we need, Danny, | etds get the bastard.

There was more to the transcript, but thatodés the important pardMad Capt a
Cat with help sent in from Base One, but even digging through the salvage they w erend6t able to figure out ex.
weapon was that had cored Andersoné6s Catapult and Robertsdé Jackal ope,
for battlefield use. She did mention that onenitpi ece she found had the






